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INTRODUCTION


	 This is my sixth book on Windsor Locks history.  When I started 
researching and writing Windsor Locks history in 2016, it never entered my mind 
that a second volume would be necessary.  Then again, I had never written town 
history before.  When I got to chapter 38, I had written enough pages to fill an 
inch-thick book.  As I scanned the table of contents of that first book, it was 
obvious that many important people, places and events had not been covered.  
So I kept going.  As the process of working with my history colleagues in Windsor 
Locks, and of posting my draft chapters on Windsor Locks Facebook pages, 
more and more important topics and opportunities popped up.  I found wonderful 
sets of old Windsor Locks photos on-line in the Library of Congress website.  
They played a large part in Volume III.  

	 During that period, I found out that Windsor Locks had turned out a large 
number of professional musicians, so I wrote Windsor Locks Musicians.  It was a 
nice change from town history topics, and the book was well accepted.

	 About that time, I was noticing that my thoughts about Windsor Locks 
history were evolving.  While researching and writing the first three volumes, I 
wrote up each important person, place or event individually.  However my interest 
was changing from the individual topics, to “chronological history” — that is, how 
the events fit together.  I was interested in identifying the major changes that 
Windsor Locks went through as time progressed from the earliest settlers in 1663 
to the present time  (2023).   I found four very distinct, but overlapping, phases in 
the town’s history.  I presented those findings to the other town historians.  I was 
gratified to find that they all agreed with the four “phases”.  They helped me fill 
out that analysis.

	 In addition to my focus on chronological history, I wanted to see how 
different Windsor Locks historians compared in their writings.  So I included 
writings by other town historians in my next book, which was titled Understanding 
Windsor Locks History.  

	 While doing that, I still found more individual topics that needed to be 
written.  They formed the contents of this book, which is similar in nature to my 
first four books.  Thus, it is called: Windsor Locks History: Volume IV.

	 While doing this, I became interested in the task of identifying people who 
had made important accomplishments which improved Windsor Locks  and 
Windsor Locks life.   Writing a book on those people and their accomplishments 
is a  challenging task.  It is ongoing and will probably finish in the next year.  It will 
probably be my last book on Windsor Locks History.   New topics to write up have 
been harder and harder to find. 

	 During the past few years, I have been thinking about my goals in this 
long-term project.   There have been two. One of them has been to “take 
Windsor Locks history to the people of Windsor Locks”.   I didn’t just want people 
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to find my books on-line or in libraries.  I wanted to get them involved, so I put up 
weekly writings on three Windsor Locks Facebook group pages.   The weekly 
feedback had been gratifying.  I have been doing that since 2016. I believe that 
approach increased the number of people who are interested in town history.

	 The other driving force has been the desire to have Windsor Locks history 
information and photographs organized in one place, which is, and will be 
available to anyone who wants it.  I want that information to be easy to get and to 
be cost-free.  So I have put all of my books on-line on Apple Books, Google 
Books, Google Play,  archive.org, and on the WIndsor Locks Public Library 
website.  The six books, taken as a set, are an “encyclopedia”.  Since the books 
are “digital”, they can easily be searched on line, so you can find the exact topic 
that you are interested in.  

	 Now you know my goals for this seven-year project, and the turns that the 
process has taken.  I hope you find my work on WIndsor Locks history to be both 
interesting and useful.  

	 Reading history can be quite enjoyable.  A big part of that is reliving 
favorite memories (recent history).  Another big part of looking at town history is 
learning about important things that happened before we were born.  Much of 
that is quite surprising.  Much of it is inspiring.  By reading about individuals who 
did big things, we widen our own horizons and goals.   

	 I wish the people of Windsor Locks the best.  I hope my writings will be of 
use to them now and in the future.  Jabez Haskell Hayden published the first 
history of Windsor Locks in 1900.   I did my best to update his findings from 1900 
to about 2000.  I hope that more individuals with a deep interest in history find my 
work useful in updating town history in the future. 

	 Thank you very much.

	 Mel Montemerlo

	 Bel Air, MD 

	 August, 2023 
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Chapter 1


The Three Movie Theaters of Windsor Locks


	 In Windsor Locks’ three and a half century history (1663-2023), it has had 
three movie theaters.

	 - Burnap Block’s Opera House ( Central Theater)

	 - Princess Theater   (Palace Theater)

	 - Rialto Theater 

All three were quite different. Two of them had name changes.  Their stories are 
fascinating.


1. Burnap Block’s Opera House (Central Theater)

	 The downtown section of Windsor Locks’ fifteen “Blocks”, that is fifteen 
large, multi-purpose, commercial buildings.  One of those buildings, on the 
northwest corner of Oak and Main Streets, was called “The Burnap Block”.  Later, 
it changed hands and was called  “Central Hall”.  It was built in 1863 by Fred 
Abbe.  In 1938, Central Hall was replaced by the A&P store.  The original 
“Burnap Block” building was owned by Dr. Sidney Burnap his family  from 1865 to 
1918.  He died in 1901.  Dr. Burnap was one of most impressive people in the 
history of Windsor Locks.  He was both a physician and a financier.  He was quite 
wealthy.  His house, which was on Maple Street, was known as “Maple Hill” and it 
still exists.  When Dr. Burnap owned the house, it was on a 100 acre tract of land.  
That is a big yard for a house on the edge of downtown Windsor Locks.  He had 
a brick path that led from his house to the Railroad Station.  His family was 
“Windsor Locks aristocracy”.  
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	 Dr. Burnap was a “larger than life” character.  The top floor of his building 
was  a massive, magnificent room called “The Opera House”.  It had a stage for 
musicals, operas, big meetings, movies, boxing matches, school graduations, 
etc.  This room was the center of cultural, social and political life of Windsor 
Locks for decades.  The floor of the Opera House was built on springs to make 
dancing and basketball more fun.	 	 

	 The original movies were called “silent movies” because they didn’t have a 
built-in sound track.  The theaters that showed them usually had a piano or other 
musical accompaniment for the movie.   The silent movies also used some 
subtitles and printed text.   The era of silent moves was from the 1890s to the 
1920s, when “talking movies” appeared, which had a built-in sound track. 

	 The Burnap “Opera House” was the first movie theater in Windsor Locks.  
No information could be found on when they began to show movies.   However, 
we know when the Burnap Opera House stopped showing movies.  The following 
article from the Springfield Republican on January, 5, 1914, showed that the 
Burnap Opera House and Princess Theater on Grove Street, near Main Street, 
had been in the movie business. The Opera House would cease showing 
movies, and the Princess Theater would continue showing movies.  Mr. George 
Rice of Thompsonville and Mr. M. Weiner of Hartford would manage the Princess

 theater.   So the Opera House ended its “silent movie theater” role in 1914.	 


	 In 1918, the Burnap Block was sold to Charles Colli, and t the building was 
renamed “Central Hall”.  The Opera House, which was the top floor of the 
building changed it name to the “Central Theater”.  It was the same large room 
with the same stage for plays musical productions, meetings, school graduations, 
boxing matches, and a massive floor what was built on springs. 

	  There were 11 references to the “Central Theater” in the Windsor Locks 
Journal.   Some were notices for meetings of civic and political groups, dances, 
basketball games, plays , and movies.   Some movie notices for the Central 
Theater said that the movie would be accompanied by an orchestra.  Here are 
some of those notices.
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	 1918, January 4 - the Clay Hill basketball team would play a Hartford team 
in the Central Theater.

	 1918, January 11 - announcement of a play “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” that 
would be held in the Central Theater.

	 1918, April 19 - a World War I fundraising event was held which filled the 
Central Theater completely.

	 1918, September 20 - Italian Red Cross sponsored a dance at the Central 
Theater.

	 1919, April 11 - ad for different types of venues each night for a week.

Here are two Windsor Locks Journal ads for the Central Theater.
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	 The Central Theater ad on the right was for different movies every night.  
One of them would be accompanied by a full orchestra.   The Central Theater ad 
on left is for a different venue each night, including a dance, a movie, a play and 
another movie. The two ads show that the Central Theater presented both 
movies and other types of entertainment. 


2) The Princess Theater (The Palace Theater)


	 Below is a photo of the Princess/Palace Theater, which later became 
Blanche’s Bowling Alley, and which burned down in 1972.  No earlier photos of 
the building could be found.
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	 The Princess Theater became Windsor Locks’ only movie theater in 1914.  
At that time, there were only “silent movies”.   At some unknown date, the name 
of the Princess Theater was changed to the Palace Theater.    The building was 
on lower Grove Street, near Main Street.   My father, Leo Montemerlo, told me 
that when he was a boy, he could see two movies at the Princess Theater for 
seven cents, and get a free lollipop.  

	 Above, we saw that the Opera House agreed to stop showing movies so 
that the Princess Theater could take over that business.  The Springfield 
Republican article of October 20, 1929, which is shown below, gave more 
information on what happened.  The Princess Theater was on the top floor of the 
building on Grove Street.  The building had been built in about 1919 by some 
Italian men who operated it as a movie theater.  They sold it to Mr. Rice and Mr 
Weiner in 1914.  Unfortunately, they were not able to turn it into a profitable 
business either, so they sold it to the owners of the new Rialto Theater, Mr, Viola 
and Mr. Alfano, the owners of the Rialto Theater.  They then sold the Palace 
theater to Harold and Blanche Lavigne of Thompsonville, who turned the building 
into a bowling alley, which became known as  “Blanche’s Bowling Alley”.
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3 The Rialto Theater


	 The Rialto Theater opened on October 25, 1922.  It was owned by 
Dominick Alfano and Leo Viola.   According to the October 25,1922 issue of the 
Springfield Daily News, they built a magnificent movie theater which held 625 
people, a stage with an asbestos curtain, a fireproof projection room, concrete 
floors and stairways, and it was all built to the latest safety standards.  It also had 
two stores to rent on the street level. There is one store on each side of the 
theater entrance.  

	 The stage was used for putting on plays and musicals. It was often used 
for high school plays.  Fraternal organizations used the stage for shows to raise 
money for charitable works.  It was used as a place for politicians to give 
speeches, and for meetings of both the local Democrat and Republican parties. 
The stage was used for school graduations.  In the World War II years, there 
were stars such as Kate Smith and Joan Fontaine, who came to the Rialto and 
led war bond rallies.  

	 According to the Springfield Republican of June 10,1939, a major 
renovation of the interior of the theater was done. They installed new spring 
cushion seats, the latest sound reproduction system, and extra thick carpeting in 
the lobby and aisles to reduce noise, a modern heating system, a complete 
lighting system, and the walls were modified to decrease unwanted sounds.

	 Dave Magliora managed the Rialto Theater for 25 years.  He also owned 
the Brown Derby for eight years.  He died on June 18, 1973.  (Springfield Union, 
July 19,1973).  
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	 The owners of the Rialto were: 
-   Leo Viola and Dominick Alfano - from 1922 until Leo Viola died in 1930.

- Mr. Natale Tambussi owned it from 1947 to 1960.

- After that, it was owned by Michael Halperin of Hartford. Here are two ads for the 

Rialto Theater that were in the WIndsor Locks Journal.

The Rialto was arguably the best-known Windsor Locks landmark during the 
history of the town.  During the 1950s, the Saturday afternoon Matinee usually had 
something special for the youngsters.  When a youngster bought a ticket, he/she was 
given a ticket with a number from 1 to 10.  A short movie with some sort of comical race 
was shown, and the children with a ticket with the number of the winner of the race got 
a treat at the candy counter (popcorn or a cold drink). 
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	 The Rialto Theater was demolished in the early 1970s during the Main 
Street Redevelopment project.   Below is a photo of the theater, after it had been 
shut down for a while, but before it was demolished, and a photo of the back of 
the theater during demolition


SOURCES:


	 The sources for the information in this article are listed within the chapter.  
The four photos without sources listed were sent to me by Windsor Locks 
citizens who had them.  Some of the content of the article came from Chapters 
14, 16 and 32 of  the book Windsor Locks History, by Melvin D. Montemerlo, self 
published in 2017.   Mickey Danyluk made a number of improvements to this 
chapter.
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Chapter 2


Windsor Locks Passenger and Freight Stations: 
18 Photos from 1905 to 2018


The railroad tracks through Windsor Locks were built in 1844.  At first, 
there was small passenger station.  In 1875, it was replaced by the passenger 
terminal that still exists (2023).  Originally, it was painted yellow, but the paint was 
removed when the building was cleaned in 1940.

An early freight terminal, which existed before the current passenger 
terminal, was destroyed by a hurricane in 1938.  It was replaced by a wooden 
freight terminal, which burned to the ground after being struck by lightening in 
1978.  Photos of both are included in this chapter.

The passenger terminal and the freight terminals were designed to be 
simple, functional buildings.  They provided the means for getting people and 
freight onto and off of the trains.  The passenger station served:
-    the immigrants who arrived from the middle 1800s to the 1920s.
-  the military personnel going to and returning from World Wars I and II. 
-  people going shopping in Hartford and Springfield, 
-  people going to and from work in other cities and towns. 

The freight terminal served the mills along the canal, bringing them raw 
materials and shipping out their finished goods.  

The passenger station was taken out of service in 1971.  At that time, 
Windsor Locks had a Main Street Redevelopment Plan , which was tearing down 
the old retail stores along Main Street.  The passenger terminal was planned to 
be torn down as part of that effort.   However, a group of citizens successfully 
made a plea to keep the passenger station from being torn down.

The passenger station, which was out of service, slowly went into a state 
of deep decay.  A number of groups have made attempts to restore it.  
Restoration attempts have continued to the present time (2023), however there 
are no agreed-upon plans for future use of the passenger station at this time.  
The limited parking area for the building makes it very difficult to find a suitable 
use for the building.  
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SOURCES

Historic Buildings of Connecticut. 
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The Connecticut Digital Archives
https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora./search/%20windsor%20locks?
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My collection of old Windsor Locks photos which came out of six years of writing 
five books on Windsor Locks history.  I got them from other historians, from town 
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Photo dates and article reviewed by Mickey Danyluk.
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Chapter 3


Windsor Locks Middle School History Club 
and Heritage Day (2015-2019)


	 From 2015 to 2020, Windsor Locks Middle School had a History Club 
which held an annual Heritage Day on the first Saturday of June.  It consisted of 
a contest for the 6th, 7th and 8th grade students in the History club, and all-day 
activities on the Middle School grounds.  Each contestant in the history contest 
developed a project about a person, place or event in Windsor Locks’ history, and 
made a presentation to a set of judges.   Prizes were given.  The sixth Graders’ 
did projects on Windsor Locks places.  The seventh graders did projects on 
Windsor Locks people.  The eighth graders did projects on Windsor Locks 
events.

	  The annual History Club contest took place inside the building, while 
outdoor activities took place the grounds of the school.  There was a live music 
show, games, sales by local vendors, and displays by the Fire Department, the 
Public Library History Group, the Windsor Locks Historical Society, the Middle 
School History Club and others.

  	 The history projects were judged and prizes were given to the winners in 
each of the three grades.  It is important to note that all of these activities were 
planned and prepared for by the History Club Students, not by adults.   The 
History Club members  planned the contest, recruited the vendors and got 
funding from local businesses to fund Heritage Day.  They organized both the 
contest and the outdoor activities.  Every year, the History Club members also 
raised money for the refurbishment of the old passenger train station.  


23



	 All of this was done under the leadership of Mr. Erick Knickerbocker, an 
outstanding Middle School history teacher.   He developed the idea for the events 
of Heritage Day, and motivated the students to do the work to make Heritage Day 
happen.  Going to Heritage Day at the Middle School was “a town event”. 

 The Middle School and the grounds of the school were filled with townspeople.   

	 In 2019, the History Club was able to take a three-day trip to Washington, 
DC.  Below are photos of the club at the White House and at the Lincoln 
Memorial.
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	 In 2018  Windsor Locks Middle School History Club won a “Red, White and 
Blue Award” from the Connecticut State Department of Education, for its 
outstanding performance in teaching History.    The award was for:

• innovative approaches to teaching social studies,

• student involvement with the community in social study projects,

• student participation in the running of the program,

• extra curricular activity by the students in such programs.
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	 In the years from 2015 to 2019,  the History Club collected and donated 
more than $10,000 toward the improvement of the old train station!!!!!


	 Here is what the Heritage Day festivities on the grounds of the Windsor 
Locks Middle School looked like in the years from 2015-2019.  The History Club 
members planned the logistics of Heritage day including: parking, entertainment, 
food, etc. That was an impressive achievement for a group of 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders.  Following are photos of Heritage Day from 2015 to 2019.  2015 was the 
first year of the event.  2019 was the final year. 

	 Below is a display from the 2019 Heritage Day History contest.
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	 Below is a display from the 2018 Heritage Day History contest.   
	 


	 The History Club invited visitors from the Windsor Locks Senior Center in 
2017. The 7th graders interviewed them for their “Living History Project”  See the 
photo below	 
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CONCLUSION


	 The Windsor Locks Middle School History Club and its annual Heritage 
Day were  important parts of Windsor Locks life from 2015 to 2019.  The Middle 
School and the field behind it filled with town citizens on Heritage Day..  It is 
important to note that the whole event was planned by the members of the 
Middle School History Club.  The History Club was not for all students.  It drew 
students who wanted to take on a challenge that was above and beyond what is 
normally done in schools. 

	  The driving force behind the History Club and Heritage Day was Mr. Erick 
Knickerbocker, who had been teaching History at WIndsor Locks Middle School 
since 2010.   He is one of those outstanding teachers who knows how to 
motivate students.  He kept it fascinating and challenging.  He instilled a sense of 
pride and capability in his students.   He put them in charge of making things 
happen.   The students had a sense of accomplishment in learning about 
Windsor Locks history, in making Heritage Day happen, and in collecting and 
donating more than $10,000 toward refurbishing of the train station. They learned 
how to do history research, how to write it up, how to make a display, and how to
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make a presentation to judges.   They were proud of being awarded the Red, 
White and Blue Award from the State of Connecticut, and they enjoyed trips such 
as the one to Washington, DC.  

	 Heritage Day was held annually from 2015 through 2019.  The 2020 
Heritage Day was planned and scheduled,  but had to be cancelled because of 
COVID.   At the end of the 2019-20 school year,  Mr. Knickerbocker left Windsor 
Locks Middle School, to take a position as a history teacher at Rockville High 
School, and as the head coach of the Rockville High School football team.  
Before leaving Windsor Locks Middle School, Mr. Knickerbocker found another 
teacher who was willing to take over the Middle School History Club and Heritage 
Day.  Unfortunately that did not work out.  The History Club and Heritage Day 
ended with the 2020 school year.  

	 The Windsor Locks History Club and Heritage Day will long be 
remembered.   Hopefully,  they will be reconstituted at some time in the future.


	 

SOURCES


Windsor Locks Heritage Day, a Twitter website that the Windsor Locks Middle 
School History Club used to keep a record of the Heritage Day work that went on 
from 2015  to 2020

https://twitter.com/wlheritageday?lang=en


Telephone conversations and emails with Erick Knickerbocker


Heritage Day Shines Brightly in Year 3,  Windsor Locks Journal, June 8, 2018.


Erick Knickerbocker,  Linked-In page.

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/erick-knickerbocker-97203611
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Chapter 4


Dr. Sidney R. Burnap: Surgeon and Businessman

	 Dr. Sidney R. Burnap had a big 
effect on Windsor Locks history.   He was a 
noted surgeon.  He owned and operated 
the “Burnap Block”, which was a major 
business and social center of town, with its 
own Opera House.  He built and owned the 
biggest house in Windsor Locks, called 
“Maple Hill”, which was on a lot of about 
100 acres on the edge of downtown 
Windsor Locks.  He had a son who was a 
world class athlete.  His family was the 
leader in the highest level of the social set.

	 Dr. Rogers was born in Root, NY on 
Jan. 11, 1833.  After college he went to 
medical school and became a surgeon.  
He came to Windsor Locks in 1862, and 
spent the rest of his life here.   He married 
Clara A. Converse.  They had three 
children, including Dr. Sidney R. Burnap 
Jr.. who became a world-class runner while 
in Yale University.   Dr. Burnap held several positions of responsibility in town 
affairs.   (Windsor Locks Journal, Sept. 6, 1901)  

	 He did something surprising for a surgeon.   In 1865, just a few years after 
he arrived in town, he bought a large building on the northwest corner of Main 
and Oak Streets, which became known as “The Burnap Block”.  He owned that 
building for the rest of his life.  His wife sold it to Charles Colli in 1918.   

	 What made the Burnap Block so fascinating?   The answer is that it was 
the center of Windsor Locks social life, sporting events, and business.  It housed 
a large room whose floor was built over steel springs, which were installed to 
enhance the experience of dancing.  It was known as one of the best dance halls 
in the area.  That same room was also used for operas, movies, theatrical shows, 
musicals, large meetings, basketball games and boxing matches.  It was called 
the Burnap Opera House.   This room was a center of cultural, social, business 
and political life in Windsor Locks.  

	 The Burnap block was a large building which housed large companies 
such as the Telephone Co. and the Telegraph Co., and also the Windsor Locks 
Journal.  It also contained many small stores such as T. F. Carroll’s millenary
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shop, W. A. Dwight’s jewelry store,  and James D. Outerson’s mens furnishings 
shop.  The Burnap block also had a Polish rooming house.


Below is a photo of the central part of Main St.  The arrow points to the 
Burnap Block, which is the building with four chimneys on the roof. The building 
to the right of that, with the Mansard roof, is Coly’s Hotel.  The building on the left 
is the railroad passenger station.  You can see the trolley on Main Street. 

	 Below is photo of the Dr. Burnap’s home in Windsor Locks. It was taken in 
the late 1800s or early 1900s, when the Burnap Mansion was the center of 
Windsor Locks’ high society.  
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Dr. Sidney R. Burnap’s estate was called Maple Hill.   It is an 8,800 square 
foot Victorian Italianate style structure which was built about 1863 by Mr. Lucius 
B. Chapman, who served as a First Selectman of Windsor Locks.    When he 
died in 1876, the house and part of Mr. Chapman’s land was auctioned off.  Dr. 
Sidney R. Burnap purchased the house and the land.  The area from Main Street  
to the house was known as “Burnap’s Grove”, and was the scene of many town 
socials and gatherings.  

	 The mansion was built out of handmade bricks, and the walls are from 6” 
to 10” thick.  It still has its original woodwork.  The living room and the dining 
room have ornate plaster ceilings and medallions.  The first two floors have 12’ 
ceilings and the original ornate radiators. The first floor has floor-to-ceiling 
windows, many of which have the original glass.  The main house has 27 rooms.  
Only 1.9 acres of the original 100 acres remain with the house.  The rest has 
been subdivided.    
	 There was a time in the late 1800s and early 1900s, when Windsor Locks 
had a small cadre of very wealthy business owners.  The difference between 
their wealth and the wealth of the common citizen was massive.   Since that 
time, Windsor Locks has lost its super-wealthy citizenry, and become a solidly 
middle class community.    The other grand, Victorian mansion, the Ashmere, 
became an Inn for a while.  It was torn down to make room for Dexter Plaza.  

	 The Burnap mansion is the only vestige of very wealthy citizenry that 
remains in Windsor Locks.  In the late 1800s and early 1900s, the extravagant 
parties of the very rich were regularly chronicled in the society sections of 
Springfield newspapers, including the social lives of Dr. and Mrs Burnap.   


CONCLUSION 

	 Dr. Sidney R. Burnap is a towering figure in Windsor Lock’s three and a 
half century history from the time of the early settlers in Windsor’s Pine Meadow 
section in 1663 to the current writing in 2023.    He was an exceptional surgeon 
and physician.  He owned the biggest commercial building in town, which was 
not only the center of much business, but the social center of the town.  He had a  
Opera House in that building, that showed not only opera but all types of music, 
and then showed movies.  He can only be described as “Larger than Life”.  His 
obituary in the Windsor Locks Journal said that he was well respected as a 
physician, a businessman and a person.  Being a surgeon is difficult enough.  He 
also took on the responsibility of owning a large business building, and he did 
that with panache.    His building housed some of the largest companies in town.  
It was the entertainment center in the center of town.   He led a phenomenal life.   
He made Windsor Locks life more varied and exciting.  He didn’t follow any 
normal patterns.  He shaped the town in a more upscale way. 
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Chapter 5


Dr. Sidney Burnap, Jr.

World-class runner and Physician to the Stars


	 Sidney Burnap, Jr. was born in Windsor Locks, in 1833.  He was born into 
wealth.  His father, Sidney Burnap, Sr. , was the owner of the Burnap Block on 
Main Street, which housed a number of stores, companies, and the Burnap 
Opera House.  He was also a surgeon.  The family lived in the largest home in 
Windsor Locks, which was called Maple Hill, on Maple Ave.  At the time, their 
estate was over 100 acres in “downtown Windsor Locks”.  


	 While at Yale University, Sidney Burnap Jr.  became a world-class runner.  
In 1904, he was ranked 7th in the world in the 400 meter run.  At the New York 
Athletic Club’s invitational meet at Madison Square Garden in 1904, he was a 
member of the Yale relay team that broke the world’s record for the indoor two-
mile relay with a time of 8:09 and 3/5ths of a second.  In 1909, Burnap was again 
part of a relay team that lowered the outdoor 2-mile relay world’s record to 7:58 
and 2/5ths of a second at the IAAAA championship meet in New York. 

	 After graduation from Yale in 1905, he attended Columbia University, and 
became a surgeon, like his father.  He remained in New York City for over 20 
years, both as a surgeon, and on the faculty of the Colombia Medical School.   

	 Then he moved to Los Angeles, where he became a “surgeon to the 
Hollywood “stars”.  In 1933, he performed an appendectomy on actress Jean 
Harlow,  who was one of the hottest stars in Hollywood at the time. . In a recent 
biography of the famous actress, Jean Harlow said that she had a had 
“worshipful confidence” in Dr. Burnap. 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	 Dr. Sidney R. Burnap, Jr. was a Windsor Locks boy who became a world-
class athlete, and had a storied career that might be impossible to match.  Few 
have achieved the level of success that he had achieved, either in sports or in his 
career  . It would not be surprising if someone turned his life story into a movie.  
He died in 1950 and is buried in Los Angeles. 


SOURCES


Devlin, Philip,   Sidney Burnap, Jr., Windsor Locks Sports Hall of Fame.


Montemerlo, Melvin D.,  The 15 Blocks of Windsor Locks, Chapter 32 of Windsor 
Locks History, Self published, Bel Air, MD,  2016.
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Chapter 6


The Windsor Locks Polka


	 The piano sheet music for “The WIndsor Locks Polka was found in the 
Music Division of the Library of Congress.  It is online, and can be found at:

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sm1873.15600.0/?sp=1&st=image


	 It was written by Avery L. Conkey, and published  in 1873 by 

Gordon & Son, S. T.  in  New York City.


	 The entire music set of music sheets is found in following pages. It 
includes a final page of advertisements by the publisher.    No other information 
about the song could be found. 


	 No other songs could be found with the words “Windsor Locks” either in 
the title or in the lyrics of the song.   The WIndsor Locks Polka has no lyrics. No 
explanation was given as to why it was named  “The Windsor Locks Polka”.
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SOURCE


Title

• 	Windsor Locks polka


Names

• 	Conkey, A. L.


Created / Published

• 	Gordon & Son, S. T., New York, 1873, monographic.


Repository

• 	 Library of Congress. Music Division.


Rights & Access

	 The Library of Congress Music for the Nation: American Sheet Music, ca. 
1870 to 1885 collection is in the public domain and is free to use and reuse.
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Chapter 7


Alfred Smith

Created and Named Windsor Locks


	 In the 1820s, Hartford, CT was an important manufacturing center.  The 
manufacturers, however, were not satisfied.  They wanted to increase their 
profits, by finding a way to ship their wares up the Connecticut River as far as 
Canada.  See the map on the next page.  However, there was a problem.  At 
Enfield, there was a set of rapids in the river which prohibited boats from passing 
by Enfield.   A system had been derived for getting goods over the rapids by 
means of boats called “scows” that could be “poled” over the rapids by a number 
of strong men.  That is how goods were gotten from Hartford to Springfield.  It 
was slow and costly.  To get regular boats past Enfield would require that a canal 
be built which allowed the boats to bypass the rapids.	 

	 There was intense competition to get the contract to build the canal around 
the Enfield rapids.   To accomplish that, the team needed to have an incredibly 
good leader.  He had to be able to find, organize and a lead powerful group of 
businessmen who could raise the necessary funding, develop a winning plan, 
and handle the politics.  He also had to attract a group of the best engineers to 
put together a sound proposal. 	

	 In modern times, the engineering technology for building a canal is well 
established, and there are many civil engineers with the skills to do it.  However, 
in the early 1800s, that was not the case.  There were only a few canals in the
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United States, and there were few civil engineers who had the necessary 
experience.  Those few civil engineers were in great demand.


	 One of the groups trying to get the contract to build the canal was called 
the “Connecticut River Company”.   In 1823, Alfred Smith was elected President 
of the Connecticut River Company. The Members of the Board of Directors of the 
Connecticut River Company were among the wealthiest and most powerful 
merchants in Hartford.  Mr. Smith was a prominent lawyer, and was involved with 
a number of enterprises.  He was Judge of the County Court, and represented 
the City in the General Assembly. 

	 The Connecticut River Company received a charter from the Connecticut 
General Assembly in May, 1824, for the purpose of “improving the boat 
navigation of the Connecticut River”.  The proposal was to build a canal that 
bypassed the Enfield Rapids.   Alfred Smith, the  President of the Connecticut 
River Company reported that the cost of the Canal properties would be $368,000 
and the improvements would increase that cost to $1,500,000.  That high number 
caused the formation of the “Connecticut River Banking Company”.   Alfred Smith 
was also named as President of the Connecticut River Banking Company.

	 Below is an 1827 Hartford Courant notice about the Connecticut River 
Company’s progress in building the Canal, which was signed by Mr. Alfred Smith.  
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	 Well before the construction of the canal started in 1827,  Mr. Alfred Smith, 
had envisioned what the canal would result in.   He said that a town would grow 
up near the “lower locks” of the canal, which would be in the area known as the 
Pine Meadow section of Windsor.  He said that the town would be named 
“Windsor Locks”, because the “Locks” in the name would advertise their canal.   
Mr. Smith was the person who came up with the method of creating Windsor 
Locks, and he came up with the name.  


	 The building of the canal started in 1827. It was completed in November of 
1829.   The town which grew up in the Pine Meadow section of Windsor was 
incorporated into a separate town in 1854.  A Post Office was established in 
1833, which was named The WIndsor Locks Post Office”.   The existence of the 
town and its name was not an accident.   It was planned. 

	 The Connecticut River Company deserves the credit for its planning and 
the building of the canal.  Its goal was to make money.   It had three ways of 
doing that.  One was to make a profit from tolls on the boats that used the canal.  
The second was to make a profit from selling the water power generated by the 
canal.  The third was to make a profit from selling land associated with the canal.   
The Company bought land along the canal that they would sell to people who 
wanted to build mills to use the canal’s water power.  The Company, which 
foresaw the building of a town, bought land along Main Street and on other 
streets connecting to Main Street which they subdivided into lots for stores, 
houses, apartments, hotels, etc.   See the following ad from the March 26, 1847 
Hartford Courant.  The Connecticut River Company had 100 lots for sale.


45



	 Any plan for investing a massive amount of money must have multiple 
methods of making money in order to have a chance of success in a complex, 
changing world.   The Connecticut River Company, under the leadership of Alfred 
Smith  put together an aggressive plan which had multiple approaches for 
making a profit.  it is good that they did.  Shortly after the Canal was built,  the 
railroad through Windsor Locks.  Trains provided an cheaper and easier method 
of shipping goods to the north from Hartford.   When that happened, all profits 
from tolls on boats using the Canal ended.    

	 In 1855, the profits from selling water power dropped precipitously.   Mr. 
C.H.Dexter was President of the Connecticut River Company at that time.   He as 
able to devise a way to restore those profits.   

	 The Connecticut River Company did very well.  They made a profit from 
selling water power to the manufacturing plants along the canal, and they sold 
the land they had acquired along the canal to companies needing land to build 
mills.  They also sold their lots in Windsor Locks.
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CONCLUSION:


	 The purpose of this chapter was to identify the person was who caused  
the town of Windsor Locks to be created and named.  The answer is: Mr. Alfred 
Smith, who led the effort of a group Hartford entrepreneurs to get the Enfield 
Canal built.  That required: 1) developing a proposal, 2) getting the proposal 
accepted by the State of Connecticut, 3) developing and implementing a plan to 
get the canal built, and 4) operating the Canal successfully.  It was a massive 
undertaking.

	 Mr. Smith provided the leadership and vision to get the Canal built, which 
led to the development of Windsor Locks, which he had predicted.  

	 The Connecticut River Company had developed a plan to make profits in 
three different ways:  tolls from boats using the canal, the sales of water power 
developed by the canal to the manufacturing plants along the canal,  and the sale 
of land along the Canal to companies wanting to have a plant there, and land in 
WIndsor Locks for houses, stores, a hotel, etc. 

	 Mr. Alfred Smith was the person responsible making that happen.  He was 
the person responsible for creating the town of Windsor Locks and  its name.  He 
may well be the most important person in the history of Windsor Locks.
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specific information on Mr. Alfred Smith and his role.
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Chapter 8


Ruby Vines and Railroad Salvage


	 Ruby Vines changed the world.  He devised a new way of shopping.  He 
started a company called Railroad Salvage which had about ten stores.  One of 
them was in East Windsor, next to the East Windsor Drive-In Theater.  Folks from 
Windsor Locks flocked there to buy rugs, beds, outdoor furniture, CB radios, and 
lots more.   Ruby’s Railroad Salvage was one of the first chain-stores that sold 
merchandise which it bought from manufacturers and stores which were 
overstocked.  Up to the 1960s, many stores were “Mom and Pop shops” which 
were locally run and locally managed.  In the early 1950s, a few outdoor malls 
were seen.  Windsor Locks had one of the first - Dexter Plaza. Then came places 
like Railroad Salvage, Odd 
Lots,  Ocean State Job Lots 
and more.   But Railroad 
Salvage was the first.  You 
can see the East Windsor 
Drive In just behind 
Railroad Salvage in the 
photo on the right. 

	 Ruby and his wife, 
Choo Choo, spent time in 
each of their stores.  If you 
went to the East Windsor 
store a few times, you 
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would get to know the husband and wife team.   Following is a photo of the front 
of the East Windsor store.


	 Ruby Vines was a lager-than-life person who helped change the world. He 
began to learn his trade as a child, when he sold pots and pans on the street.  He 
started his first business in 1951.   Later, he had stores in:  Groton, Bristol, West 
Haven, Waterbury, East Windsor, and Meriden, and in Turners Falls, MA.  

	 

	 He and his wife did folksy commercials on TV.
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	 Below is one of the ubiquitous Railroad Salvage advertisements.


	 Ruby was a World War II prisoner of war, who was captured at the Battle of 
the Bulge.  He started his Railroad Salvage business in 1951.  He started the 
idea of selling merchandise that other companies had too much of.  He started 
the idea of “close-out stores” or “salvage stores”.   He didn’t stop with one.  The 
close-out chains that followed him followed the pattern that he started.  Those 
chains are still in full bloom (2023).   Ruby’s wife was named Sharon, but was 
known to all as “Choo Choo”.  They had two children.  Ruby’s full name was 
Rueben W. Vines.  He was well known and well liked in his home town of New 
Haven.  He was a kind and generous man.  He died in 2011 at the age of 86.


SOURCES
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Chapter 9


Joe Ambrosetti: Italian-American Success Story


	 Those who lived in Windsor Locks in the 1920s 
through the 1950s knew Mr. Joesph Ambrosetti, who 
was known as “Red”.  The nickname came from the 
bright red hair of his youth.  He was born in Italy in 
1888.  He emigrated to Windsor Locks in 1904.  He 
got into the grocery and meat business at an early 
age.  By 1923, he was a co-owner of the ABC Market, 
which was on Main Street, just north of Grove Street.  
His co-owners were FrankBarberi and John Colli.  
See the photo below

	 

	 As the caption on the photo says, the ABC 
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Market burned to the ground in 1925.  It was replaced by the Brown Derby, which 
lasted until the Main Street Redevelopment Project demolished it in about 1975.

	 Red married Lena Portalupi, of Windsor Locks, on January 24, 1917, in St, 
Mary’s Church. They had two children.   Little information could be found about 
Red prior to his ownership of the ABC Market. 

	 The Windsor Locks Journal had articles about Red from the 1920s through 
the 1940s.   It often mentioned that he was quite a character.  He was a “talker”.  
He had an outgoing personality.  He loved the Italian game of Bocce ball.  He 
was an active member of Windsor Locks’ Italian-American community, and a 
well-known merchant in the town.    

	 After the ABC Market burned down, Red opened a grocery store which 
was adjacent to the Windsor 
Locks Journal building on 
Spring Street.  You can see 
from the advertisement on the 
right that Red wasn’t just 
selling meat and groceries.  He 
was an entrepreneur.

	 The ad in the Journal of 
March 16, 1928 on the next 
page shows the cost of milk 
and cream.

	 Red sold his store on 
Spring street in 1929.  He went 
to New Hampshire for a break, 
and remained there through the 
summer months. (WLJ, July 
12,1929).
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	 The Windsor Locks Journal of July 3, 1936 said that a vacant store on the 
street level was being prepared for occupancy by Michael Spinelli of Harford, 
who will open a grocery store and meat market there soon.  Mr, Joseph 
Ambrosetti will be the store manager.  
	 Vito Colapietro, Red Ambrosetti and Vito Colapietro were good friends.  All 
three were from Italy, arrived in the US at about the same time, and all went into 
business.   They all did well.  They  Here is a photo of Red Ambrosetti, Dr. 
Carniglia’s mother and wife, and Anna and Vito Colapietro in about 1955.


55



	 Next is a photo of Vito Colapietro and Michael Spinelli along with Vito’s 
brother, Leo, is on the right.  Mr. Mancini, the man who owned the Mancini cherry 
company is in the middle.   Vito Colapietro and Michael Spinelli were 
businessmen who were also good friends.


	 Mr. Spinelli opened his “Super Store” in one of the three stores on the 
street level of Coly’s Hotel.    Red was the Manager.   He moved his family to 
Hartford to live, but he came to Windsor Locks every day to run the store.
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	 Below is an ad for the store, which was in the WIndsor Locks Journal of 
Dec 29, 1939.    These ads ran in the WIndsor Locks Journal from 1936 through 
the 1940s.


	 The March 24, 1949 Journal had the following story:   “Warm weather is 
getting into the pitching arms of other than baseball players, for the bocce 
players at the two local clubs, north and south end, are inspecting the courts 
daily for signs of resumption of play.  At the south-end court, Red Ambrosetti has 
been giving his arm and early exercise to take on any and all club members this 
coming summer.”

	 Red Ambrosetti retired from the grocery business at the store in  Vito 
Colapietro’s hotel in 1958.   

	 He left the grocery business, and went with road building contractors in 
New Hampshire and Vermont.   When he retired from that work, he moved to 
Windsor with his wife.  By this time, they had five grandchildren.   He came to 
Windsor Locks often.   Red passed away in December of 1969 after a short 
illness, at the age of 88.

	 Like all of the immigrants from European countries,  Red came to Windsor 
Locks without money and not being able to speak English. He came from a 
country in which poverty was rampant and the chances for doing well were 
nonexistent.   He wanted to make a good life in his new country.   He had the 
drive and the intelligence to do it.  	 	 

	 He learned the grocery business, and joined two of his Italian immigrants 
to start the ABC store.    Then he got his own store on Spring Street.   Then he 
met up with his friends Vito Colapietro and Michael Spinelli, and managed one of 
Mr. Spinelli’s stores that was in Mr. Colapietro’s hotel.   He was an active member 
of the Italian-American community in Windsor Locks.   No one would ever think 
that he came from a country other than Italy.  He got others to play his favorite 
game - bocce ball.   He didn’t want to be just another person who worked in the 
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mills.   He wanted to achieve success in business and in life.   He did.   He and 
his wife raised a family that did well.  He became an American without losing his 
Italian heritage.   

	 No one who ever met Red Ambrosetti will ever forget him.  He was one of 
those “larger than life” personalities who made the world a better and more 
vibrant place.


SOURCES


The Windsor Locks Journal archives provided most of the information for this 
chapter.   The exact issue of each source was provided next to the information 
that was used. 


The photo of the ABC store came from Jenny Colli, daughter of the John B. Colli 
in the photograph. 


The photos which included Vito Colapietro came from my family’s photo 
collection.
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Chapter 10


Medlicott Factory Bell: Alarm Clock and Fire Alarm 

	 Mr. W.G. Medlicott started a mill along the canal in the late 1850s.  In 
1863, Mr. William E. Chaffee bought the Medlicott business, and came up with a 
better way of making woolen garments.  He bought new equipment and built a 
new factory in 1863.   The bell tower of the Medlicott mill was a central feature 
of downtown Windsor Locks life for generations.

	 Above, on the right, is a photo of the bell that was in the Medlicott bell 
tower.  It was installed in 1863, when the plant was built.   It was the oldest bell 
in town.  The church and school bells came later.

	  The Medlicott bell was used announce that a fire existed.  Originally, fires 
were fought by “bucket brigades”.  The Medlicott bell announced those fires.  
The Windsor Locks Fire Department was established in 1890.  The Medlicott bell 
continued to be rung after 1890 when firetrucks were sent to the scene. 

 	 In his 1993 article, “Interesting facts about Windsor Locks,  Howard White 
had the following to say about the uses that the bell was put to.  
	 ‘As I recall, the bell in the tower served as sort of an alarm clock for the 
community. The night watchman would toll the bell, striking the hour, starting at 
8 p.m. and would continue each hour until 5 a.m.  At 6 a.m. each morning he 
would ring the bell for several minutes, announcing the arrival of the workday. 
Then came the warning bell at 6:50 a.m., telling the people that they had 10 
minutes o get to work on time.   It rang again at 12 noon for the lunch hour, and 
then again at 12:50 p.m., calling the people back to work.  The next time it rang 
during the day was at 5 p.m., announcing the end of another workday. “
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	 On the right is a photo 
from the Windsor Locks 
Journal of October 4, 1973, 
showing the bell being lifted 
from the Medlicott building 
belfry.  

	 The Medlicott building 
was demolished in 1973. In 
1974, when the Fire 
Department building was on 
Oak Street, the bell was 
mounted on the platform that 
you see in the photo, and 
placed on the grounds of that 
facility.  It was a memorial to 
to the town’s volunteer 
firemen.

	   For a long while, that 
bell was “Main Street’s alarm 
clock” for workers in mills 
along the canal.  What Mr. 
White did not give was the 
time-period during which the 
bell was used as a factory 
worker’s  “alarm clock”.

	 The Medlicott Company 
specialized in the 
manufacture of men’s heavy 
underwear.  Those were the 
full-sleeve, full-leg underwear 
with the a two-button flap on 
the back. It was successful in 
selling not only throughout 
the United States, but also 
internationally.   In the 1840s, 
the company began making 
men’s knitted sweaters, which 
sold well.  That continued for 
a century.  In the late 1940s,  
the knitting trade was having 
problems.  The Medlicott 
Company was liquidated on 
Sept 30, 1948.
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	 The building was used for storage by several companies, including 
Dexter’s, who purchased the property and used it as a warehouse.   The building 
became unsafe, and the building was razed in September, 1973. The Medlicott 
Company, its leaders, its products and its bell should be remembered as 
important part of the town’s history.  It should be noted that Mr. Charles E. 
Chaffee built the Memorial Hall and donated it to the Windsor Locks veterans of 
the Civil War. 

	 

SOURCES: 

‘Interesting Facts about Windsor Locks: Highlights from the History of the Town 
with the Canal”,  by Howard J. White, Windsor Locks, CT, 1993 


Windsor Locks Journal article, “A Landmark goes”, Sept 20, 1973.


Windsor Locks Journal article, “Death of Mr. Chaffee”, Nov. 11, 1907.


Windsor Locks Journal article, “Medlicott bell being removed”, Oct. 4, 1973,
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Chapter 11


Jack O’Hara: 

Brought Professional  Baseball to Windsor Locks 


	 Not everyone who made big 
things happen in Windsor Locks were 
from Windsor Locks.  Jack O’Hara. a 
Springfield man, came up with a grand 
plan to get professional baseball teams 
to come and play a local team in 
Windsor Locks.  He leased some land  
from  Pietro Paganelli, who had a farm 
in the south end of Windsor Locks, on 
which he would build a baseball 
stadium. It was called “The South End 
Stadium.”

	 You can see the location of that 
stadium on the modern map on the 
right. It was about where Route 159 
goes over the railroad tracks.  Mr. 
O’Hara was ready to put a considerable 
amount of money into the stadium.

	 Mr. O”Hara also put together a 
team of players from Holy Cross 
College, which had a very strong 
college baseball team.  It was a time 
when professional baseball teams “barnstormed” towns and cities as a way of 
increasing the amount of money that the players could make.  Mr. O’Hara had a 
plan for Sunday afternoon games.  The first game played on the field was on be 
June 19, 1921.   Nearly 3000 people attended.  It was between the Windsor 
Locks team and a team from Ware, MA.

	 On June 26, 2021, Over 5,000 people showed up for the game against the 
Philadelphia team of the American League.  Philadelphia won by 3 to 0.

	 On July 21, the Windsor Locks team defeated the Pittsburgh National 
League team in front of 7,500 people.

	 On July 29, the Windsor Locks team lost to St. Louis Cardinals by 2 to 0. 	 	
	 On August 21, the Windsor Locks team beat the Pittsburgh Pirates.

	 John O[Hara enlarged and enhanced the stadium prior to the 1922 
season.   A second full season of baseball was played in 1922.    However, there 
were no games in 2023 because of a legal suit against the professional teams for 
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such games.  However the games were back in 1924.  In the weeks leading up to 
June 29, 1924, the Windsor Locks Journal and the Springfield and Hartford 
newspapers had been posting articles about the upcoming game between the 
New York Yankees, starring Babe Ruth, and the Windsor Locks All Collegians for 
many weeks. 

	 In the weeks leading up to June 29, 1924, the Windsor Locks Journal and 
the Springfield and Hartford newspapers had been posting articles about the 
upcoming game between the New York Yankees, starring Babe Ruth, and the 
Windsor Locks All Collegians for many weeks.  New grand stand and bleachers 
erected on South End Park, and there was standing room available for many 
more.  That gives information on the size of South End Park, and the fact that the 
grandstands were just built. 

	 Finally the New York Yankees versus Windsor Locks game happened, and    
WINDSOR LOCKS WON by 3-2.  The Windsor Locks team held Babe Ruth 
hitless in four at-bats.  How ‘big’ was that game?  It was big enough that the 
results showed up in the New York Times on the day after the game.  Below is 
the New York Times  writeup.

	 The  June 29, 1924 game between the Windsor Locks All-Collegians 
and the New York Yankees may have been the last of the exhibition games 
played in Windsor Locks.  No later articles about these games could be 
found in the Windsor Locks Journal after the June 29, 1924 game.
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	 Below are photos of Windsor Locks team and  the Yankee team 
that they beat in 1924.
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CONCLUSION


	 Looking back over Windsor Locks history from 1863 through the present 
day (2023),  it is not possible to find anyone who had a bolder idea for making 
Windsor Locks a great place to live than John O’Hara’s proposal to bring major 
league baseball to town.  HE MADE IT HAPPEN.   He built a massive stadium.  
Some games had over 7000 in attendance. While professional baseball at that 
stadium only lasted for a few years,  Mr. O’Hara proved that you can do big 
things if you think big thoughts, and then find ways to make them happen.  He 
was extremely creative in coming up with the idea of using good college baseball 
players on the local team, and for finding a way to get the stadium built.   

	 The next big idea for bringing national level sports to Windsor Locks was 
the Professional Bowling league’s decision to put Windsor Locks on its 
tournament schedule.  That was from 1974 to 1999. It was Sonya and Ken West 
of Windsor Locks who made that happen.  We need more people to think like 
John O’Hara and Sonya and Ken West.
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Chapter 12


Windsor Locks’ A&P

and its Manager, Jim Franklin


	 In the 1940s, 50s and 60s, the A&P was a well-known fixture on Main 
Street.  It was across the street from the railroad station.   The Windsor Locks 
A&P was not always at that location.  That was the last of its four locations in 
town.  This chapter presents a brief history of the Windsor Locks’ A&P, and its 
long-time  manager, James J. Franklin.

	 In 1920,  the A&P opened its first store in Windsor Locks.   It was in the 
Zaccheo building, directly across from the Canal bridge.  In 1923, the A&P 
moved to the “Coogan Block”, a large building just south of the Zaccheo building.  
It was on the southwest corner of State St. and Main St.   It occupied the entire 
first floor of that building.  
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	 In 1927, the A&P store moved to a new building that was just a little north 
of where they had been.   In 1940,  the A&P made its final move to the location in 
the photo at the beginning of this chapter, next to Coly’s Hotel, and across from 
the train station. 

	 One of the early employees of Windsor Locks’ A&P was Aldo Satirana,  
who later owned the Oak Street Market.   Below is a early photo of Aldo in the 
store.  A note on the photo said:  “Aldo Satirana, Produce Manager at the A&P at 
the corner of Church and Main Streets”.
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	 Following are four photos of the early A&P stores that were near Church 
and Main Streets.  
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	 Below is a 1940s photo of the A&P next to Coly’s Hotel and across from 
the Railroad passenger station.   You can see  Bill Amsted’s “Bottle Shop” and 
“Bianchi’s Shoe Store” on the street floor of the hotel.   Note that at the left of the 
A&P, there was the AS&P Package Store.  


	 On the corner of Main and Oak Streets was Don LaRussa’s electronics 
store.   He was a master salesman.  People were gathered around his store, 
waiting for the parade, which included Santa Claus, who was flown into town in 
one of Charley Kaman’s helicopters .   When the parade reached the store, Mr. 
LaRussa had gifts for each of the kids. 

	 Main Street went through the Redevelopment Project in the late 1960s and 
the first half of the 1970s.   The town used Federal government money to buy up 
all of the stores.  In the 1970s, the stores were all torn down.  
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James J. Franklin: Manager of the A&P


	 The story of Windsor Locks’ A&P and 
the story of its long-time manger are 
intertwined.  Mr. James J. Franklin was not 
only the A&P’s manager, he was an 
outstanding Windsor Locks community 
leader.

	 James J. Franklin began his career 
with the A&P in 1915, when he took a 
training program.  They paid him $11 a 
week.  $10 of that was for rent, and $1 was 
for him to spend as he wished.  He became 
manager of the A&P in East Hampton in 
1916.  Then in 1920, he opened the first 
A&P store in Windsor Locks.   It was in the 
Zaccheo building, directly across from the 
Canal bridge.   He managed the three A&P 
stores which existed  briefly, just south of 
the corner of Church and Main Streets. 

	 Mr. Franklin was the grocery story 
manager until 1950, when health problems 
caused him to leave the store manager position, and become the manager of the 
A&P Package Store, which was next door.  He held that position until he retired 
in 1963.    
	 Because of his position at the A&P, he not only know many of the citizens 
of Windsor Locks, he was heavily involved in town governmental and fraternal 
organizations throughout his entire career.  The scope and depth of what he did 
in those groups is astonishing.   

	 During World War II, he was the local director of several War Bond drives, 
and won the recognition of state officials for the success of his efforts.  He led a 
drive for donations to “buy” a bomber aircraft for the Army Air Force at the start of 
WWII, and to raise the money to build a swimming pool in what we now call 
“Pesci Park”.  He was instrumental in bringing Kate Smith to the Rialto Theater 
as part of a War Bond drive.  He raised money to buy a car for Dr. Carniglia.

	 He was a Grand Knight of the the Knights of Columbus, and a charter 
director of its Building Association.  He had been a president of the Rotary Club, 
and a director of the Savings and Loan Association for 35 years.  He was a 
director of St. Mary’s Federal Credit Union, president of the Italian-American 
Club, and district chairman of the Boy Scouts Finance Committee.  He was active 
in the Red Cross and a director of the Public Health Nursing Association.

	 It would not be an exaggeration to say that Jim Franklin was a “Pillar of the 
Community”.  He died in 1976.
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CONCLUSION


	 It is hard to overstate the importance of the existence of the A&P across 
from the Railroad Station in the years from 1920 until it the Main Street 
Redevelopment Project.  That was the time when people came from other towns 
to shop in WIndsor Locks.   In the 1940s and early 1950s, almost everyone in 
Windsor Locks lived between Main Street and West Street.   Many walked down 
to the A&P and walked home with their groceries.   The store was a place where 
people met their friends while shopping.   The A&P was central to Windsor Locks 
life for more than a quarter of a century. 


SOURCES:
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Chapter 13


Dominick F. “Don” LaRussa:

The Man Who Created Dexter Plaza


	 

	 Dexter Plaza was built on the grounds of the former Ashmere estate, which 
was owned by Dexter D. Coffin.  It opened on April 19,1961.  It was one of the 
earliest outdoor shopping malls in New England.  When Dexter Plaza opened, 
Main Street had a row of retail stores which was about a half-mile long.  In the 
1970s, Windsor Locks did a “Main Street Redevelopment Project”, which bought 
up and then razed all of those retail businesses, promising that new stores would 
come in and replace the old ones.  The promise was never fulfilled.   After those 
stores were gone, there was only one place to go shopping in Windsor Locks - 
Dexter Plaza.   The building of an outdoor shopping plaza on the Ashmere 
property was one of the most important events in Windsor Locks history.

	 Who was the person who came up with the idea of replacing a five-acre 
plot of land on Main Street with the the area’s first outdoor shopping mall?   What 
was the story behind the development of this early shopping mall?  This chapter 
presents that story.

	 We start with the Ashmere estate, and the approximately five acres on 
which it was situated.  That plot of land was on Main Street, just south of Church 
Street.   Below is a photo of the Ashmere estate.  It was one of the most beautiful 
homes in Connecticut.
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	 In 1950, Dexter D. Coffin and his wife were living in the Ashmere.  He was  
about to retire and  leave town.  He wanted to do something good with the 
Ashmere, which he loved.  He offered to give the Ashmere to the town, to serve 
as a library.  The Windsor Locks Library Commission declined the offer.  Their 
rationale for turning down the gift could not be found.  The Ashmere had 22 
rooms, including an organ room, which had one of the finest organs of the day.  
Below is a photo of the organ room. 


	 The June 21,1951 Windsor Locks Journal covered what happened after 
the town turned down Mr. Coffin’s offer.  Negotiations were being completed for 
the sale of the Ashmere house, the three story garage and the surrounding land 
of about five acres.  The property was sold to to Mrs. Mary Popielarczyk and her 
daughter, Mrs. Gloria Modarski of Hartford.  They planned to turn it into a 
restaurant and an Inn, to be operated by Mr. Walter Popielarczyk, the husband of 
Mary Popielarczyk.   The Inn and Restaurant would be called “The Ashmere Inn”. 

	 Baseball hero, Joe DiMaggio, paid a visit to his old friend, Walter 
Popielarczyk, the owner of the Ashmere Inn, and said that he believed that it 
would become one of the finest dining places in the area.   The Ashmere Inn was 
expected to be open for business in a few weeks. (Windsor Locks Journal, 
August 8, 1951)

	 The ownership of the Ashmere Inn was taken over by a corporation 
comprising John L. Quagliaroli, James Castellini and Dominick F. LaRussa (who 
was usually called “Don LaRussa”).  They bought it from the Popielarczyk family,
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which had owned it for about three years. The new owners found someone to 
continue the operation of the Ashmere Inn and Restaurant.  They also had plans 
to build a shopping area on the rest of the Ashmere estate land.  The new 
owners had acquired the Ashmere house, its garage, and approximately 5 acres 
of land.  (Windsor Locks Journal, May 13, 1954)

	 The Ashmere Inn operated for about seven years. It closed in November, 
1957 because it was not profitable. (Windsor Locks Journal, Jan. 9, 1958)   

	 In 1958, Don LaRussa built and opened a large modern store on Main 
Street, at the Northeast corner of the five acre Ashmere lot.   His previous store 
was on southwest corner of Main and Oak Streets.  He wanted to continue 
selling electronics, such as TVs, and to sell furniture and household appliances. 
He bought the land and build the store with financial help from James Castellini. 

 	 Below are three photos of Don LaRussa’s new store.
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	 Below is a photo of what would become the Dexter Plaza.  You will see 
that the Ashmere Inn had not yet been razed, and that Mr. LaRussa’s store is 
already in the lower right corner.  Windsor Locks High School is in the back of the 
photo.


	 The March 5, 1959 Windsor Locks Journal said:  “Plans for a million dollar 
Main Street shopping area on the former Ashmere Inn property, under discussion 
during the past year, have been brought to the construction stage, with space for 
twelve stores.”    The new buildings included an addition to the store of Mr. 
LaRussa, which was located at the northeast corner of the property.  The deal 
called for the destruction of the Ashmere Inn.   The Ashmere Inn was torn down 
on Dec. 31, 1959. See the photo below.   It is said that Mr. Dexter D. Coffin, who 
offered the Ashmere to the town, watched from his office in the Dexter building, 
as his home was being demolished, and that he wept as he saw it happen.
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	 Plans were filed for the proposed Dexter Plaza Shopping Center.  
Construction was  expected to start in a week. (Windsor Locks Journal, 
November 24, 1959)
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	 The first businesses in the new Dexter Plaza were about to open.  They 
were the offices in the building adjacent to the LaRussa store.  (Windsor Locks 
Journal, November. 22, 1960)

	 The official opening of the Dexter Shopping Center’s official occurred on 
April 19, 1961 with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.  The Windsor Locks Journal of 
April 20, 1961 said: “The new Plaza is located on the site of the former Ashmere 
Inn, and it has been under construction the past year, under the direction of 
Abner Rosenberg, a New Haven developer.”  The new part of the plaza joined up 
seamlessly with the three recently-opened shops that Mr. LaRussa had leased 
and was renting to Mario’s Barber Shop, Dr. Bachrach (the dentist), and the 
Connecticut Light and Power Company.  Those three properties joined up with 
the  D.F. LaRussa store, which has been open for two years,	 Below is a 
Windsor Locks Journal photo of Dexter Plaza, which was taken on the day it 
opened (April 19, 1961), and two other photos, which were taken later.
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	 Mr. LaRussa died in May 1964, at the age of 49.  He was quite young, and 
yet he had been the driving force behind turning the Ashmere Estate into Dexter 
Plaza.   He didn’t have the money to make that happen, so he got a local 
entrepreneur, James Castellini, to partner with him in building his new store in a 
corner of what later became Dexter Plaza.  Mr. Castellini, who once owned the 
Villa Rose, was often referred to as “Big Jim”.  Don LaRussa had gotten Mr. 
Castellini and Mr. Jack Quagliaroli to partner with him in buying the entire five 
acre plot, together with the Ashmere Inn that was on it.  They kept the Ashmere 
Inn going until the business failed.  Mr. LaRussa had already developed plans to 
turn the the five acres of land into a shopping center which would adjoin his 
existing store.  Mr. LaRussa, Mr. Castellini and Mr. Quagliaroli found a developer 
to build Dexter Plaza.   Don LaRussa had accomplished his dream.  He 
developed the idea for Dexter Plaza and he found a way to get it built.  
Unfortunately he passed away just three years after Dexter Plaza opened. 

	 The Sept. 3, 1964 Windsor Locks Journal said:  “The mercantile building at 
the Dexter Plaza on Main Street, formerly occupied by the D.F. LaRussa store, 
was sold this week by the owners, Frank B. Castellini, and the Estate of D.F. 
LaRussa to Marvin Levine of Hamden, principal owner of the Plaza itself.   The 
store has been unoccupied since the death of Mr. LaRussa.”  Below are two later 
photos of Dexter Plaza.


CONCLUSION


	 Don LaRussa was a visionary.  He saw that the old “Mom and Pop” shops 
were going downhill.  He knew he needed a bigger store for his business to 
survive.  The trend, which was just beginning, was toward larger stores with 
larger inventories, and which could sell at lower prices.  It was a time when the 
nation was in the very beginning of a movement from small, locally owned stores 
to outdoor shopping malls with big stores and lots of parking.  While there were a 
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few of these malls in New England, there were none near Windsor Locks.  Later 
Enfield Mall and Enfield Square came along.  Don didn’t have the financial

resources to build one of these malls on his own, but he knew how to get things 
done.  He knew two Windsor Locks businessmen who could provide the funding 
to get started.  He successfully enlisted their help in his revolutionary new 
venture.  Then he found an entrepreneur to fund his dream of business mall in 
Windsor Locks, and Dexter Plaza became a reality.

	 Mr. LaRussa achieved what he envisioned.  He had his new store and the 
the three stores that he leased and rented out. The Dexter Plaza plan that he had 
developed years ago was complete.  Unfortunately, he died in 1964 at the young 
age of 49.  Don LaRussa was a successful and visionary businessman,  a civic-
minded community leader in the Rotary Club, the Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Knights of Columbus.  He was generous to the children in the County Home 
in Warehouse Point.  He left his mark on Windsor Locks.   He was man to be 
emulated.  Don LaRussa was surely one of the most important people in the 
history of Windsor Locks.


SOURCES:


Windsor Locks Journal -The dates of the articles are shown in the 
chapter.


Don LaRussa’s son, Ray LaRussa, provided background for this 
chapter.
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Chapter 14


History of the Memorial Hall


	 The Memorial Hall building is the most recognizable building in Windsor 
Locks.  It is a three-story building made out of granite, and is located at the 
corner of Main and Elm Streets.   This chapter presents the history of our 
Memorial Hall. The goal here is to describe the five stages that the Memorial Hall 
has gone through from the time it opened in 1891 to the present time (2023)


1) Memorial Hall owned by local chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic


	 After the Civil War, a  group of Civil War veterans in Windsor Locks formed  
a “Post” of the “Grand Army of the Republic”,  It was the “J. H. Converse Post 67” 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. It was named after a Windsor Locks citizen 
who died in the war.  The group wanted to build a memorial to those who had 
served in the war.  We shall refer to the Grand Army of the Republic as the GAR.

	 In 1889, Jabez Haskell Hayden,  a mill owner and a Windsor Locks 
historian, sold the property that the Memorial Hall is now on, to GAR Post 67 for 
$1,500.   The deed specified that the building to be constructed on that property 
be used as a Soldiers’ Memorial forever.  This deed created a “charitable trust”.  
Charles E, Chaffee, the owner of the Medlicott factory, donated the money for the 
building of Memorial Hall.  He provided $30,000 to the GAR Post, and was 
significantly involved in the design and construction of the building.
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	 The Memorial Hall was dedicated on June 10, 1891.  There was a big 
parade that started at the Railroad Station and went to the Memorial Hall.  Below 
is a photo of that parade, which was taken from the second floor of a building on 
the corner of Oak and Main streets.  You can see the railroad station in the upper 
left of the photo.   The Civil War ended in 1865, so the Memorial Hall opened 
about a quarter of a century after the end of the war. 

	 The Memorial Hall was used by the members of Post 67 of the GAR for 
social activities.  It had a big hall for meetings and for social events. It had other 
meeting rooms and a library.  Later,  two related groups joined in with the G.A.R 
Post.  The first was a group called “the Sons of Veterans”.  The second group 
was the “Women’s Relief Corp, which was an auxiliary organization of the GAR.  
Cooking was done in the basement and brought up by a dumb waiter.

The main hall, which was a large room of 45 ft by 50 ft.  It was used by the GAR 
for meetings.

	 In 1891, the members voted to allow the general public to inspect the 
Memorial Hall every Saturday from 2 PM to 5 PM and from 7 to 9 PM.  That was 
a very insightful move. It is always good for an organization to have the support 
of the people of the town. 

	 In 1891, the members hired a Librarian and started a Library.  The 
veterans shared their books with the people of Windsor Locks.   A ‘Memorial Hall 
Association’ was formed, which eventually gave birth to the Windsor Locks Public 
Library.  Windsor Locks has the GAR Post to thank  for getting that started.
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	 The GAR Post was a social group.  The building was their place to gather, 
enjoy each others company, and enjoy meetings, meals, reading and other 
activities.  It worked well.

	  Mr. Chaffee, who originally had the Memorial Hall built, and his family 
were active in the Congregational Church.   In 1930, Etta C. Chaffee, daughter of 
Charles E. Chaffee, gave $12,000 to the Congregational Church to be used for 
the maintenance and repair of Memorial Hall.  As time went on, more and more 
of the veterans of the Civil War passed away.   As that happened, there was less 
and less need for a social hall for veterans.  Then the following happened.


2) Control of  Memorial Hall moved from the GAR to Congregational Church

	  In the late 1930s, before World War II, the last two members of the GAR 
turned Memorial Hall over to the Congregational Church, in accordance with the 
plan made by Jabez Haskell Hayden.  The use of Memorial Hall changed.  The 
Congregational Church used it for social activities for the people of the town of 
Windsor Locks, and for their own needs.  That included: church suppers, high 
school dances, Boy Scout meetings, speaking contests, junior proms and senior 
balls.  The Congregational Churched used the Memorial Hall for their purposes 
and rented it out for anyone else in the town to use.  The Memorial Hall was also 
used for town affairs.  Then World War II came along.


3) Memorial Hall during WWII

	 During World War II, the Memorial Hall was used by “the Rationing Board”.  
There was a desire by the government of the town of Windsor Locks to turn the 
Memorial Hall into the Windsor Locks Town Hall.  Architectural drawings for the 
revamping of the Memorial Hall were developed for that purpose


4) Control of Memorial Hall Goes to Windsor Locks War Veterans Trust Co.

	 In 1947, a group of veterans of later wars wanted the Memorial Hall to stop 
serving the citizens of Windsor Locks.  They wanted to end the use of the 
building by the Congregational Church, by the town government, and by the 
people of  Windsor Locks.  On April 14, 1943, a legal suit was brought by the 
American Legion against the Congregational Church.  It was based on the 
following:

- The deed, which was dated Sept 13, 1889, created a charitable trust in which 

the land and the buildings are to be dedicated and used perpetually for a 
soldiers memorial.


- The beneficiaries of the trust are all persons who have served or may hereafter 
serve in the armed forces of the United States.  


- - The Congregational Church was considered to be the trustee for the purpose 
of carrying out the charitable purpose of the trust.  
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	 The court ruled for the group of veterans, and against the Congregational 
Church and the town of Windsor Locks.  

	 In 1947, the trusteeship for the building was taken away from the 
Congregational Church and given to a new organization that was called the 
“Windsor Locks War Veterans Trust Co.”  It was the new entity which owned the 
Memorial Hall. That group was required to insure that Memorial Hall be used as 
originally intended, that is, for veterans of the US military.  This new company 
limited the use of the Memorial Hall to organizations representing military 
veterans. That included the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
the Disabled American Veterans.  There are many references in the Windsor 
Locks Journal archives toto the use of the Memorial Hall by those three groups.

	 Immediately after the Windsor Locks War Veterans Trust Co. took control 
of the Memorial Hall, more war memorials and monuments were erected on the 
grounds of the building, which focussed on the later wars (WW-1, WW-2, the 
Korean War, Vietnam, etc).  In other words, Memorial Hall moved from a focus on 
Civil War veterans to veterans of all of the wars that the United States was 
involved in.  

	 The local chapter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) did make some 
use of the Memorial Hall.  However, they built their own building and used it both 
for their own meetings and as a tavern which was open to the public.  That was a 
money-making opportunity, and they seized it.  They couldn’t have done that at 
the Memorial Hall.  The Windsor Locks Journal mentions a number of occasions 
in which the V.F.W. used the Memorial Hall in the years from 1949 to 1953.

	 There was another organization of military veterans which made use of the 
Memorial Hall after World War II.  It was a group called the “Disabled American 
Veterans”.  It was a national organization.  Windsor Locks formed a chapter of 
that organization.   It was an organization for veterans who were wounded or 
disabled in the Second World War.   There were articles in the Windsor Locks 
Journal archives of the uses made of the Memorial Hall from 1949 to 1953.


5) The American Legion Becomes the Tenant of the Memorial Hall

	 The American Legion became a “tenant” in the Memorial Hall, which was 
owned by the “Windsor Locks War Veterans Trust Co.”   They hold their meetings 
and their social events there.  The Windsor Locks Journal archives, which only 
go up to 1970,  have many references to the American Legion’s use of the 
Memorial Hall from 1947 to 1958.   Many, if not most of those articles were about 
the American Legion Bingo nights which were held weekly for a long time. 

	 The American Legion Gensi-Viola Post remains the tenant of the Memorial 
Hall as of this writing (2023).  They hold their meetings and social events there.  	 

	 That concludes our review of the five main stages that the Memorial Hall 
has passed through in its life from 1891 to the date of this writing (2023)

	 There was a military jet aircraft on the grounds of the Memorial Hall.  In the 
1950s, it was removed and taken to the New England Air Museum at Bradley
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Field, where it was where it was restored and put on display.   Here are two 
photos of that aircraft on the grounds of the Memorial Hall.  Facing the building 
from Main Street, the airplane was on the left of the building.
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CONCLUSION


	 We have described the five main stages that the Memorial Hall went 
through in from 1891 to the date of this writing (2023).  The stages are primarily 
defined by who was in control of the fate of the Memorial Hall.  

1. The Memorial Hall was started by the local chapter of the Grand Army of the 

Republic in 1891.

2. When the members of that chapter passed away, control was transferred to 

the Congregational Church. That was in the late 1930s, before World War II.

3. During WWII, the Memorial Hall was used by the Rationing Board.

(1940-1946).

4. In 1947, a court case created a new company to take control of the Memorial 

Hall and return it to its original purpose of serving military veterans.  There 
were three local veterans groups who could use it.  All three did for a short 
while.


5. While all American veteran groups could use the Memorial Hall, eventually 
the American Legion became the tenant of the Memorial Hall.  As of this 
writing (2023), that has not changed.


	 In reviewing the history of the Memorial Hall, we cannot forget that the 
Memorial Day parades, which Windsor Locks has held since at least the 1930s, 
have ended at the Memorial Hall. Those parades are a staple of Windsor Locks 
life. They are similar from year to year. They are an important town tradition.  

	 There is the matter of the architectural style of the Memorial Hall. The 
Memorial Hall was designed in the “Richardsonian Romanesque” style of the late 
1800s by Frederick Savage Newman, of Springfield, MA. 

	 Finally, there is a man who has done outstanding work for the Memorial 
Hall in the past decades.  His name is Edward V. Sabotka.   He is 98 years old at 
this time (2023).  He has kept detailed records of the Memorial Hall. His records 
served as a basis for most of this chapter.  


Following  are photographs of Memorial Hall.
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SOURCES


Sabotka, Edward V. (Chairman, Board of Trustees), Memorial Hall, March 2000


Sabotka, Edward V.(Chairman, Board of Trustees), Chronologic History of the 
W.L. War Veteran’s Memorial, Incorporation. August 10, 1997


Sabotka, Edward V.,   J.H.Converse Post No. 67 Minute Books Grand Army of 
the Republic, Notes compiled from the G.A.R. Minutes.


The above three documents were sent to me by mail by Edward V. Sabotka, July 
6, 2023 
 
Telephone call  with Mickey Danyluk, July 8, 2023.  He gave tours of the 
Memorial Hall for the American Legion in the 2010 timeframe. 


Information on the Richardsonian Romanesque style is from:

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/buildings/historic-conservation-old/major-
architectural-styles/richardsonian-romanesque-1880-to-1900/
#:~:text=Houses%20of%20this%20style%20are,heavily%20emphasized%2
0round%20Roman%20arch.

Memorial Hall Museum, October, 2017 
https://www.ctmq.org/memorial-hall-museum/
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Chapter 15


Windsor Locks and Muscle Cars in the 1960s


	 Detroit invented a new breed of automobiles called “Muscle Cars” in the 
early 1960s.   It attracted a group of aficionados in most towns and cities across 
the United States,  Windsor Locks was fully involved.   This movement came with 
a new  vocabulary.  It included words and phrases like: “dual quads” (two four-
barrel carburetors), “deuces” (two-barrel carburetors), and “side-pipes” (visible 
exhaust pipes).

	 The muscle car aficionados developed a lifestyle that went with the 
movement..  They found each other, became friends, talked cars, worked on 
cars, raced cars, and went looking for others who shared their passion. . They 
were “the true believers”.     

	 In Windsor Locks, you could often find them at Dexter Plaza in the 
evenings and on weekends.  You certainly couldn’t miss them when they were 
driving their cars.   You could spot them on Main Street, sometimes in front of the 
Marconi Brothers’ Luncheonette, which was commonly called “Wuzzy’s”.     
	 Here is a photo of Dexter Plaza in 1965.  That is where young men from 
Windsor, Enfield, Warehouse Point, and other towns, who were also into muscle 
cars, came to meet their Windsor Locks counterparts.  

	 This group of muscle car enthusiasts consisted of  Joe Kobos, Doug Fuller, 
Paul Aston, Ray LaRussa, Kenny Mokrycki, and Paul Shonty.  Unfortunately few 
photos of these guys and their cars still exist.  Those that do are presented here,  
along with  photos of the type of cars that they had..  


95



	 Ray LaRussa, one of that group, was the person who provided much of the 
content of this chapter, which was reviewed by Joe Kobos.  Ray said that the 
group became friends based on their mutual interest.   Not all were in as deeply 
as others, but they bonded because of their common interest.

 	 Their meeting place was always Dexter Plaza.  Dexter Plaza had 
Dougherty’s Drug Store, which had a food and ice cream counter and Friendly’s, 
which always attracted girls.  The parking lot was where the guys hung out with 
each other and with their cars.  

	 As time went on, they upgraded or traded in their cars for faster, more 
powerful cars.   Of course, the cars coming out of Detroit got faster every year, 
and the chase for the best was a never ending quest.  Here is a description of the 
cars  that the guys in this group had.  


	 Joe Kobos had a black 1961 Impala.  He traded it for a 1963 Impala 
Supersport, and he traded that for a 1964 Corvette Stingray.  Here are photos of 
his 1964 Corvette Stingray, which is still in its original condition in 2023. He is 
driving it in the second photo.


	 Paul Aston had a 1963 Corvette Stingray with a 340 HP (Horsepower) 
engine.   It looked something like Joe Kobos’s 1964 Corvette Stingray, so there is 
no need to put up another photo here.  
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	 Doug Fuller had a 1965 corvette with a 427 Horsepower and “side pipes”.  
The photo is not of Doug’s car, but of a Stingray with “side-pipes”.


	 Ray LaRussa began with a 1960 Ford Falcon with a six-cylinder, 85 HP 
(Horse Power) engine.   The first “muscle car” produced in the United States was 
the 1964 Pontiac GTO.  Ray bought one that had a 389 cubic inch engine, a four 
speed  transmission, and three deuces.   A deuce is a two-barrel carburetor.  
Below is a photo of a 1964 Pontiac GTO. 
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	 Kenny Mokrycki   -  Kenny had a 1964 Corvette Stingray, which was a 
convertible.  It had a “rag top” that could be folded back, but not a “hard top” 
which could replace it.   That was similar to the red Corvette which is pictured 
above. 


	 Paul Shonty   -  Ray LaRussa remembers that Paul’s first muscle car was 
a Dodge Dart, which he loved to work on.    In 1962, his father agreed to let him 
buy a 1962 Chevrolet Impala Supersport with a 327 cubic inch engine and an 
automatic transmission. It was beautiful car with a white exterior with red interior.  

	 About six months after Paul bought that car, he found a mechanic in 
Hartford, named “Tiny”,  who installed a 409 horsepower engine with dual-quads 
and a 4-speed transmission.   A dual quad means that it had two four-barrel 
carburetors.  This means that it was a very fast, powerful car, with a complex 
engine.  Paul replaced the automatic transmission with a four-speed manual 
transmission.  Ray LaRussa described the car as a “rocket ship”.   


Information on Windsor Locks Muscle Cars from Facebook


	 The above portion of this chapter was posted on four Windsor Locks 
Facebook web pages on Feb 10, 2023.  Three responses added important 
information to that reported above.  Those additions were added by Richard 
Barthel, Fred Miclon and Robert York.  Here they are: 


Richard Barthel said:

	 The focal point of the muscle car guys was Dexter Plaza and Friendly’s. He 
was a witness to it, but only a sophomore in High School with a 10 year old Ford
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Convertible. Friendly’s was a collection point for a lot of kids in the sixties. 
Marconi’s was still there, but it was not a suitable car hang-out. The other spot for 
car guys back then was Bart’s in Windsor.

	 The congregating in Dexter Plaza would often lead to race challenges that 
would take place on the RT 20 connector coming out of Bradley. Field.   Back 
then, there was virtually no traffic there at night.  Colchester also had the iconic 
Connecticut Drag Strip which closed many years before. You could legally race 
your cars there.


Fred Miclon said: 

	  “After the opening of Hardee’s and McDonald’s in the early to mid 1970s, 
the car scene in Windsor Locks was centered on Route 75.  A group of cars from 
Windsor Locks and Windsor would congregate at Hardee’s on Friday and 
Saturday nights.  They would often cruise between the two locations.  Many of 
the ‘gear heads’ from Windsor Locks High School had some pretty hot cars back 
then.   We spent plenty of time cruising the town, hanging out at the restaurants 
until management told us to move on or buy more food.  We also went to 
Spectator Parking, which was located on the airport at the west end of Spring 
Street.  In my junior and senior years of high school - 1974-1976, I had a 1970 
Camaro Super Sport 350 and there were a host of other great cars that my 
classmates had, such as a 55 Chevy, a Plymouth ‘Cuda, Chevelle’s, early 
Mustangs, Camaro’s, Vegas with powerful V8 engines installed, replacing the 4 
cylinder factory engine, and much more - all worth a lot of money now. We’d race 
on RT 20 -aka ‘The Connector’ or Bradley Park Road, which someone had 
painted start and finish lines across. Gas was cheap, and times were good. 
WLHS Class of ’76!"


Robert York said:

	 “The place that most guys used to go to get parts and to work on their cars 
was “Tinker’s” up on RT. 75

	 I should mention Bradley Park Road in East Granby and Day Hill Road in 
Windsor.  I remember on Route 20, we had a white line painted across  the two 
lanes to stage the cars.  One of the signs was exactly 1/4 mile away. We used to 
go behind Macaluso’s market to put our slicks on.  Dick Skowron used to be 
there with his cruiser to shine the side spotlight so we could see. Dick would sit 
on the Rt. 75 bridge and watch the race.   If anything came over his radio about a 
race happening he would kick his strobes on for a few seconds!”


CONCLUSION


	 Windsor Locks participated in the 1960s introduction of Muscle Cars to 
America.   A group of  young men who became enamored with muscle cars


99



became good friends.   They spent a great deal of time on their hobby.  Part of 
that time was spent hanging out at Dexter Plaza.      

	 The national enthusiasm with fast, beautiful cars has never gone away.  As 
gas prices increased, the focus on cars moved to smaller, more efficient 
automobiles.  However television shows such as the Mecum Auto Auction and 
the Barrett-Jackson Auto Auction show that the interest remains strong.  

	 The 1960s experience with muscle cars in Windsor Locks was memorable.


SOURCES


Telephone Interviews with Ray LaRussa about the group of muscle car 
enthusiasts in Windsor Locks in the 1960.     February 2023


Email from Joe Kobos with corrections to a draft, 02-07-2023


Photographs from Joe Kobos of his car.


Facebook conversation on “You know you’re from Windsor Locks when…” 
webpage about Shonty’s Restaurant, January 22, 2923.   Note that there are two 
Facebook websites with the same name.  This is the one with the photo of the 
storefront of Alto Satirana’s Oak Street Market

https://www.facebook.com/groups/146893592059501/posts/
5891594784255991/?
comment_id=5893644840717652&reply_comment_id=5901500066598796&notif
_id=1675144512415751&notif_t=group_comment&ref=notif
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Chapter 16


Windsor Locks Town Dump 

For a long time,  Windsor Locks had a “town dump”.   It was located 
where Reed Park is located (2020).   You drove there by turning right off of 
Spring Street onto Hathaway Street, across from the Fish Hatchery.  For 
decades, there was no garbage pickup in town.  You drove your garbage to the 
dump.  You had to watch where you parked.  You didn’t want to park over 
anything that was burning.  Finally,  the end of the dump came, sometime in the 
late 1960s or early 1970s.    Homes were built near it, and Reed park was built.     
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SOURCE 
 
The four photographs were provided by Frank Baron. 
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Chapter 17


Frederick S. Bidwell’s Company

	 Frederick S. Bidwell, Sr. was born in Hartford on June 24, 1948.  He grew 
up in Stafford Springs.  He went to work for his uncle, Theodore Pease, who 
owned the Pease & Sons company.   In 1868, Mr. Pease bought the lumber 
business  of H.C. Douglas & Co. in Windsor Locks.  Frederick S. Bidwell, Sr. 
went to work for his uncle as manager of the Pease & Sons company.  A few 
years later, Mr. Bidwell moved to Windsor Locks.  In about 1877, he bought the 
business from his uncle and operated the business for himself.   

	 Frederick S. Bidwell, Jr. was born in Enfield on November 12, 1878, to 
Frederick S. and Annie (Steele) Bidwell.  Annie Bidwell died the day after giving 
birth.   Below is an F. S. Bidwell receipt from 1897.


	 In 1898, the F.S.Bidwell company moved into its new building on Main 
Street, near Chestnut Street.   (Springfield Republican Jan 1, 1898)

	 In 1900, Mr. Bidwell took on Mr. J.D. Phelps as a partner in his lumber 
business.   By 1900, Frederick Bidwell, Jr. was working as a bookkeeper for his 
father.  In 1909, Frederick Bidwell, Jr. was made a partner, and in 1916, the 
business became incorporated as the F.S. Bidwell Company. (Springfield 
Republican, Apr 20, 1916)
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In about 1900, Frederick Bidwell, Jr. married Mabel Prophet.  Despite being a 
partner at the lumber company in Windsor Locks, he was living in Suffield with 
his wife, Mabel in 1910.  In about 1912, Mabel gave birth to their son Frederick.

	 The Bidwell Block was built on Main Street in 1911 (Springfield Republican, 
Nov 18, 1911)   See photo above. The Bidwell Block is the lighter-colored brick 
building to the right of the Converse Block, which is on the corner of Spring and 
Main Streets. 

	 Frederick S. Bidwell Sr., a Windsor Locks resident for 50 years, died on 
January 6, 1928 at the age of 79.  He had continued to manage his company 
until the summer of 1927.  Mr. Frederick S. Bidwell, Sr. identified himself with the 
interests of the town.  He served on the board of selectmen three terms, and was 
a member of the board of education for three years. He was active in the 
Congregational Church, and in 1880 he was a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce.

	 In 1930, Frederick Bidwell Jr. was the treasurer of the F. S. Bidwell 
Company, and James D. Phelps was the President of the company.

	 Frederick S. Bidwell Jr. became the president of F. S. Bidwell Company 
after James D. Phelps, who had been President, died in 1932.  Frederick 
continued to serve as President of the F.S. Bidwell Company until his retirement 
in 1950.  Like his father, he was active in town life during his career.  He had 
been president of both the Chamber of Commerce and the Rotary Club, and a 
Master of the Euclid Lodge of Masons.  Frederick S, Bidwell, Jr. died on Feb. 9, 
1965
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	 The F.S. Bidwell Co hardware store at 136 Main Street closed in March of 
1959. (Springfield Union March 6, 1959).   Nearly all of the former members of 
the firm had died or retired, and company officers of the time decided to 
consolidate the business by transferring a part of the hardware section to the 
lumber division of the company at the building at the intersection of Main and 
Chestnut Streets.  The company continued with the lumber business there.  


	 In 1961, The F.S. Bidwell Co sold its Main Street property, known as the 
Bidwell Block, to Henry Graziani.  The sale included its business buildings on 
Oak and Spring Streets.  The three story building on Main St was badly damaged 
by fire in September 1960.  The two upper floors were not repaired. 

	 The Bidwell Co had purchased the Main Street property from A.W. 
Converse in 1911.  The old wooden building were replaced by a three-story 
building, which housed the hardware and farm implements departments for many 
years. Later,  the hardware department was moved to the old lumber yard 
building on upper Main Street in 1959.  The assets of the Bidwell Co. were 
liquidated in 1960 when the lumber and hardware business on upper Main Street 
was sold to a Springfield lumber company which continued to operate that 
business.  (Springfield Union, Oct. 7, 1961)

	 The Bidwell Company endured two fires.  The first was in 1858, and it did 
extensive damage to the lumber yard on Main and Chestnut Streets.   The 
second fire was at its hardware store on Main Street between Oak and Spring 
Streets.   Below are photos from both of the fires.
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Chapter 18


Moses Wing (1760-1804):

Master Clockmaker, Goldsmith & Silversmith


	 Moses Wing is one of the most fascinating citizens in the history of 
Windsor Locks.  Jabez Haskell Hayden, who wrote the early history of Windsor 
Locks, wrote about Moses Wing in his 1900 book, “Historical Sketches”.  He 
wrote that Moses Wing moved from Hayden Station to build a house and a shop 
on a large lot on West Street.  He said that Mr. Wing was a “goldsmith”, and that 
he made brass clocks in the late 1700s, some of which were still excellent 
timekeepers in 1900.  Actually, those clocks still show up in antique clock shops 
now (2023).  They are still excellent timekeepers and are very much in demand 
by antique collectors. 

	 When Mr. Hayden was writing about Mr. Wing in the late 1800s, all he had 
to work with was his memory of what he had heard, and the few records were 
available in Windsor Locks..  He didn’t have access to the internet, which now 
allows a historian to look up newspapers that were published in America when 
Mr. Wing was alive.  Those newspapers and books on the internet provided the 
information and photos that are in this chapter.   

	 Moses Wing was born in Rochester, MA, on April 25, 1760.   He was the 
son of Samuel and Joannah (Haskell) Wing. The Wing family moved to the Pine 
Meadow section of Windsor, CT in about 1767.

	 Moses served in the Revolutionary War.  In 1777, he enlisted as a private 
in the Connecticut militia.  When he left the military, he had attained the rank of 
Major. That reveals much about Moses Wing. 

	 Moses Wing built a house and a shop near his parents house on West 
Street.  He made tall case (grandfather) clocks, silver teaspoons, “knee buckles”, 
and shoe buckles and other items from precious metals in his shop. 

	 No information could be found on where Moses Wing did his 
apprenticeship in becoming a clockmaker and jeweler.  When thinking about 
making grandfather clocks in a “shop” on West Street in 1785, it is important to 
think about the difficulty in doing that.  There were no nearby stores to buy 
woodworking and metalworking tools, brass plates, fine woods, etc.  It would be 
extremely difficult for someone to make grandfather clocks in Windsor Locks in 
the present day (2023).   Doing so in 1785 was only for the most studious, 
industrious, clever and hardworking persons.   There were probably not more 
than a few dozen clockmakers in America at the time.  Windsor Locks had one of 
them.
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	 Between 1803 and 1805, Moses was in 
partnership with Mr. Geer Terry in Hartford, CT.   
They advertised in the Hartford American 
Mercury (Hartford CT), 3 Mar 1803  as "Makers 
of all kinds of gold and silversmith work.”

	 He moved to Worcester, MA, in 1805 and 
worked there until 1809.   In Worcester, he had 
an apprentice named Martin Moses (about 
1807). 


Moses Wing Tall-Case Clock made in 
1785 
 

	 Moses Wing’s tall-case clocks come up 
for sale on occasion.   One example was found 
on the website of Delaney’s Antique Clocks.  It 
was made by Moses Wing in Pine Meadow in 
1785

	 It is a rare cherry case tall clock with an 
engraved silvered brass dial made by Moses 
Wing of Windsor, Connecticut. 

	 The dial was made from a sheet of brass.   
The dial is signed: "Moses Wing / Windsor,”   In 
the arch above the Maker's name an American 
Eagle with outstretched wings. The eagle holds 
a scroll in its beak, which is inscribed with our 
national motto.   Here are photographs of the 
clock.   

	 When you look at the photographs of the 
case, the face, and the clockworks,  consider 
what it would have taken to make it in a small 
shop on West Street in Windsor Locks in 1785.
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Another Moses Wing Tall Case Clock


CONNECTICUT FEDERAL CHERRY TALL CASE CLOCK, MOSES 
WING (1760-1809), WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT. 


The bonnet with arched punch-carved crest with urn-turned finials 
above the astragal-glazed door flanked by sausage turned spindles         
	 	 	 Bourgeault-Horan Antiquarians
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	 Mr. Wing was an 
outstanding craftsman.  
However, he was also an 
industrious businessman.  It 
probably occurred to him soon 
after he made his first clocks in 
Windsor Locks, that the local 
customer base for such 
products was small.   The only 
persons who would buy “tall 
case” clocks, and jewelry made 
of precious metals were the very 
wealthy.    He had formed a 
business with a partner in 
Hartford.  However he decided 
to move to Worcester, MA in 
1805, where he set up a shop, 
and focussed on selling clocks, 
watches, and fine jewelry.  He 
also did repairs.   Here is an 
advertisement in a local 
Worcester, MA newspaper on 
Jan. 27, 1808.

	 The October 25, 1809 
Worcester, MA newspaper 
announced that Mr. Moses Wing 
had passed away.    It had the 
following statement:

“ In this town, on Monday 
morning last, Major Moses Wing 
died.  In the death of Mr. Wing, 
society has been deprived of a 
valuable member.  


CONCLUSION


	 Moses Wing lived in the Pine Meadow section of Windsor, which later 
became Windsor Locks. He enlisted in the military as a private and came out a 
few years later as a major.  He learned the clockmaking trade and set up shop in 
on West Street in Windsor Locks.   He was making tall-case clocks in that 
workshop in 1785.   Some of those clocks still exist and still show up in the stores 
of antique clock merchants (2023).  The photos in this chapter show his mastery 
of the art.   He moved to Worcester, MA where he changed from clockmaking to
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the selling of clocks, watches and fine jewelry.  He opened a shop there.  His 
business did well.  He died in 1809.   

	 Any list of important people in Windsor Locks history should include Moses 
Wing.  He was a person to be admired.  We can all learn from individuals who set 
high goals for themselves and achieve them.  
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Chapter 19


Windsor Locks’ First Bowling Alley 

INTRODUCTION: 
	 Before we discuss Windsor Locks’ first bowling alley, let’s briefly review 
the three bowling alleys which came after it.  Back in the 1950s,  Windsor Locks 
had its choice of three types of bowling: ten-pin style at Bradley Bowl, duckpin 
style at the Villa Rose and at Blanche’s Bowling Alley, and candlepin style in 
nearby Massachusetts.

	 The newest place to bowl in WIndsor Locks now (2023) is “Sparetime 
Entertainment”.  It used to be 
“Bradley Bowl”.  Under new 
ownership, it became home to  a 
variety of games: bowling, laser tag, 
arcade games and escape rooms.

 	 Bradley Bowl opened in 1962 
under the name “Bradley Lanes.”  It 
was a popular place.  The weekly 
Windsor Locks Journal  often had a 
full page of bowling league scores.  
In 1974, the Professional Bowlers 
League added the Bradley Bowl to 
its tour.  It brought prestige.  The 
tour kept coming until 1999.
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	 The lower level of the Villa Rose was a duckpin bowling alley.   It never 
reached the levels of sophistication of Bradley Lanes.  However, it was well-used 
and well-liked.  Below is a photo of the 1956 Dexter bowling team at the Villa 
Rose lanes.  

 


	 There was a bowling alley on lower Grove Street, near Main Street.  It was 
known as “Blanche’s Bowling Alley”.  Blanche was Blanche Bianchi Lavigne.  In 
the 1920s, that building changed from a  theater to a “duckpin” bowling alley.	 

	 

	 Blanche’s Bowling Alley was old-fashioned.  It had “pin boys” to reset the 
pins.  It had never been redecorated.  It was inexpensive and fun.  It shut down in 
1960.   In the photo below, you can see Blanche’s Bowling Alley building in the 
background on the left.  In the following photo, you can see the fire that 
destroyed Blanche’s Bowling Alley in 1972.
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WINDSOR LOCKS’ FIRST BOWLING ALLEY


	 The story of Windsor Locks’ first bowling alley has never before been 
written up by town historians.   The only place to learn about it was from dozens 
of  articles in the Windsor Locks Journal between 1909 and 1917.  The dates of 
the issues are given below.  The dates of the WIndsor Locks Journals source 
material are listed below.

	 A new Boyer Bowling Alley appeared on Center Street.  It contained two 
pairs of alleys. (Sept. 3, 1909)   A new bowling league would start in the next 
week.  It would have six teams of six members each.  They would play on 
“Boyer’s Alleys” on Monday, Wednesday and Friday nights. (Sept. 17, 1909).

The type of bowling was the“candlepin” style.  (Nov. 12, 1909)

	 Mr. Boyer added another story to his bowling alley building, which became 
his apartment. (Feb. 2, 1911)   This tells us that the original building was a one-
story building, and that the bowling alley was on the first floor.

	 Mr. J. B. Dowling and Mr. L. S. Sheppard leased the bowling alley from Mr. 
Boyer.  (March 3, 1912).    Mr. Boyer took over management from Mr. Dowling  
and Mr. Sheppard. (Sept. 11, 1911)

	 From 1910 to 1917, the Journal printed the scores of all matches.    

Everything seemed to be going well.   Then the August 12, 1912 issue printed an 
advertisement  which said that Mr Boyer’s  bowling alley and tenement were for 
sale or rent.   However the March 21, 1913 issue had, as usual, the bowling 
team and scores, which tells us that the league was back in action.  The weekly 
results then kept showing up in the newspaper every week.  

	 Mr. Boyer erected a shop across the street from the Bidwell Lumber yard 
on upper Main Street, as the headquarters of his  woodworking and house-
building business. (March 14, 1913)  This tells us how Mr. Boyer made his living.

	 The scores of the matches kept showing up in the newspaper as the 
league went on through the 1914 and 1915 seasons     Mr. Boyer kept putting up 
ads for the bowling alley (Dec. 18, 1912)   See below on the left.

	 Starting in 1914,  Mr. Boyer also put advertisements for his woodworking 
and general contracting business in the Windsor Locks Journal.  See below.
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	 The lot on Main Street which had had been Mr. Boyer’s woodworking shop 
was bought by the F.S.Bidwell Co.  (Feb. 16, 1916)   However the bowling 
scores, the Bowling Alley ads, and the general contracting ads kept showing up 
in the Windsor Locks Journal.   The candlepin league was going strong. (Jan. 1, 
1917)    The 1917 bowling league’s season ended well.  (Jan. 12, 1917)  
However, there were no more sets of bowling scores or of  bowling alley ads 
after January 12, 1917..   From this, we know that 1917 was the end of the 
Mr. Boyer’s candlepin bowling alley and bowling league.

	 The Windsor Locks Journal articles often said that the bowling alley was 
“on Center Street, at the end of Oak Street”.  They didn’t say that it was on the 
corner of Center and James Streets, because James Street didn’t exist yet.  It 
was built years later, and Mr. Boyer built many of the houses on James Street.  It 
should noted that the early Windsor Locks Journal articles did not provide the 
street number of the Bowling Alley.  This is because the bowling alley was built in 
1909, but Windsor Locks did not start using house numbers until 1915.   That 
was done in order to deliver mail.

	 The Feb. 11, 1938 obituary for  Mr. Boyer’s wife provided important 
information.  It said that Mrs. Emma Boyer, aged 74, widow of the late Belani 
(Ben) Boyer, died at her home on Center Street.   It said that her husband was a 
well-known contractor and builder, who had erected most of the homes on the 
new street which he opened up in the mid 1930s.  That was James Street.   It 
said that Mr. Boyer had built many other houses in Windsor Locks and in nearby 
towns.   It said that the funeral was held at Mr. and Mrs. Boyer’s home, at 68 
Center Street.  That is how we learned the address of Boyer’s Bowling Alley.

	 The first photo in this chapter shows a 2023 photo of the house at 68 
Center Street.  We know that it started off as a one story building, and that Mr. 
Boyer then built his own apartment in the floor above the bowling alley.  

	 From previous research, we know that the building diagonally across the 
intersection of Center and James Streets housed the businesses of Mr. John E. 
Mooney, who had a number of businesses . He had a tinning business, a 
furniture business, a mortuary business and he rented out a large hall for 
meetings and dances. He had moved his business up from the corner of Grove 
and Main Streets in 1898.   This tells us that the intersection of Center and 
James Street was an important business area in town during the first few 
decades of the 1900s. Most of the other businesses at the time were on Main 
Street.     

	 Below is a photo of Mr. Mooney’s building, which was across Center Street 
from the Mr. Boyer’s Bowling Alley at 68 Center Street.  It later became the 
Johnson Funeral Home and then the Kania Funeral home, and finally it became 
an apartment house.
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SOURCES:


(1) The section on Sparetime Entertainment is from Chapter 12 (Bradley Bowl) 
of Montemerlo, Melvin D., Windsor Locks History: Volume II, Self Published, 
Bel Air, MD, 2019.


(2) The section on Villa Rose Bowling Alley is from Chapter 10 (Villa Rose) of 
Montemerlo, Melvin D.,  Windsor Locks History: Volume II, Self Published, 
Bel Air, MD, 2019.


(3) The section on Blanche’s Bowling Alley is from Chapter 18 of Montemerlo, 
Melvin D., Windsor Locks History,  Self Published, Bel Air, MD, 2017.


	 All of the sources of the section on “Windsor Locks’ newest Bowling Alley”
are from issues of the Windsor Locks Journal Archives which are found in the 
following website

https://windsorlocks.advantage-preservation.com/

the specific issues for each source is listed in the body of the chapter.	 


The photo of the Mooney Building is from the 1913 Aero Map of Windsor Locks.
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Chapter 20


Charles Colli - 

Immigrant, Entrepreneur and Civic Leader


	 Charles Colli was one of the most 
successful and fascinating immigrants that 
came to Windsor Locks.  He was born in Italy 
in 1882. Charles arrived here in  1890, when 
he was 8 years old.  He married Lena Massini.    
The 1910 U.S. Census said that he was  28 
years old and his wife was 34.  He was listed 
as a “Head of Household” in Windsor Locks.  
He and his wife had three children: Irene  (8), 
Eva (7) and Charles E. (5).  His occupation 
was “Merchant” and his business was “meat”.   

	 He was already a naturalized citizen. In 
1910, at the age of 30, he owned his own 
home, free of mortgage.  Below is a photo of 
Charles with his business wagon.  Notice the 
sign on the house, which was on Oak Street, 
says:  “C. Colli, Meat and Groceries”.
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	 Mr. Colli advertised his meat and 
grocery business in the Windsor Locks 
Journal and the Springfield Republican often, 
and his advertisements show that he had the 
very best machines for processing meat.   See 
the Nov. 26, 1909 advertisement in the 
Windsor Locks Journal on the right side of the 
next page.

	 In 1911, Charles was already running 
for public office in Windsor Locks.  His power 
base consisted of the Italian immigrant 
population of the town (Springfield 
Republican, 9-12-1911).   His influence over 
this community came into play in 1912, one of 
the most difficult years in Windsor Locks 
History.  

	 In 1912, it was found that The Windsor 
Locks Savings Bank had $185,000 embezzled 
from it.  The investigation went on for a long 
time before it was found that Alfred Wood 
Converse was the man who did it.  In the 
meantime, there was a good deal of pain and 
suffering by the citizens who had lost much of 
their life savings.  Mr. Colli was the person 
who translated the meetings and documents 
for the Italian immigrants of Windsor Locks, 
and who helped them understand what had 
happened. (Springfield Republican, 
02-10-1912)

	 In 1912, Mr. Colli bought a tenement 
house to use as rentals. (Springfield 
Republican, Aug. 31, 1912)

	 In 1913, Mr. Colli bought another 
tenement house  (Springfield Republican, 
08-09-1913).  He was in the business of 
owning rental properties.  in 1913, he was listed as one of the largest taxpayers 
to the town of Windsor Locks (Springfield Republican,  01-19, 1913).  He 
continued to be for many years.   

	 In 1914, he was deeply involved in town government.   Also in this year, he 
bought the Central Cafe Company on Main Street,  and sold his meat, grain, and 
grocery business to one of his employees, George Inaharolf,  (Springfield 
Republican, 05-10-1914).  Also, he became an official in the Fire Department.   
He was deeply into community service.
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	 By 1916 he had become Chief of the Windsor Locks Fire Department 
(Springfield Republican,  07-01-1916).

	 In 1918, Mr. Colli bought the Burnap Block from the estate of Dr. Sidney 
Burnap.  This was one of the largest “blocks” in Windsor Locks. It housed the 
Opera House, retail stores, a rooming house, and some major corporations, such 
as the telephone company.  Under Mr. Colli’s ownership, it became known as 
“Central Hall”.  The third floor was used for basketball games and boxing 
matches.  That is where two of the Marconi brothers boxed.  (Montemerlo, 2016, 
“Burnap Block and Central Hall”)

	 In 1918, he resigned as the Federal Explosives Agent for the town.  He 
was just too busy to do that job too.  

	 Charles Colli died in 1938, at the age of 56.  


CONCLUSION

	 Charles Colli was superb entrepreneur, both in the grocery business, in 
rental housing units, and in owning the town’s largest commercial building, which 
held a movie theater, a dance hall, and a sports arena.  He rented  space to large 
companies in his Central Hall, which had been the Burnap Block.   He was deep 
into community service with town posts and as Fire Chief, and he was a leader in 
the Italian American Community.   He had an outstanding life and career. 

	 

SOURCES:


	 Most of the information for this article came from issues of the Springfield 
Republican newspaper and from the Windsor Locks Journal  Whenever 
information is shown from one of these issues, the date of issue is given in 
parentheses.
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Chapter 21


“Aces High” 

Windsor Locks / Suffield  


FIRST Robotics Team
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BACKGROUND - What is “FIRST Robotics”?


	 A brief description of the FIRST Robotics program is necessary to 
understand what the  “Aces High” robotics team is. 

	 The mission of the FIRST program is to inspire young people to be 
science and technology leaders and innovators, by engaging them in exciting 
mentor-based programs that build science, engineering, and technology skills, 
that inspire innovation, and that foster well-rounded life capabilities including self-
confidence, communication, and leadership.

	 That mission statement may sound like a lot of fancy words.  However 
when you see the program in action, you realize that that is what they actually 
do.  The FIRST organization has successfully carried out its mission for about 30 
years as of this writing (2023).   Since 1992, FIRST has grown to 3,225 teams, 
which have 80,000 student members and 25,000 mentors in 26 countries .  In 
other words, FIRST is a highly, successful, worldwide organization with a 
fantastic record of success. 

	 FIRST teaches high school students about robotics by giving them 
hands-on experience in designing and building robots with help from 
experienced engineers.  There is no cost to the students.  Individual teams are 
formed in towns and cities around the world.  They get “mentors” and funding 
from local engineering companies.   The goals and rules for each year’s 
competition are distributed to all teams.   The funding provided by local 
organizations pays for the “robot kit” and to send the members of the local team 
to the Division competitions and possibly to the International Championship 
Competition.   A description of a FIRST competition is as follows: 

The FIRST Robotics Competition is a ten-week program in 
which high-school students build a 125-pound robot designed to 
compete in a game that changes each year.  Students are given 
sets of parts to use, but they can also use off-the-shelf or custom-
made parts.  Teams compete in tournaments at a state and regional 
level.  The winning teams from each of these tournaments join the 
global competition at the FIRST Championship.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FIRST_Championship#References


	 A FIRST Robotics team is a group of high school students who design 
and build an industrial-sized robot to play a difficult field game against like-
minded competitors. The competition has strict rules and limited time.   It is as 
close to real-world engineering that high school students can get.  Key to the 
program is getting adult “mentors” who are professional engineers, and 
sponsors to pay for the parts, fees and travel expenses of the program.  The


124

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_school
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FIRST_Championship#References


team of mentors includes engineers and other adults who are dedicated to help 
the team get the robot designed, built and taken to events in other cities. 

	 Now that we know how the FIRST organization works, lets look into the 
“Aces First” FIRST robotics team from Windsor Locks and Suffield.


WINDSOR LOCKS’ INITIAL  “FIRST ROBOTICS TEAM”


	 In the spring of 1995, Dave Leenhouts attended an extra-curricular fair at 
at Windsor Locks High School.   He was an engineer who worked at Hamilton 
Standard.  He had mentored a FIRST robotics team in a nearby town and 
wanted to start a team in Windsor Locks..  He brought the robot that the other 
team had built.  Mr. Leenhouts and the robot 
made a big impression.  He volunteered to be the 
head mentor to a new FIRST team, if Windsor 
Locks High School would sponsor the team.   
Mrs. Marilyn Gragnolati and Sandra Ferrari, 
Windsor Locks High School teachers were also at 
that meeting, searching for a new project.  They 
met with Mr. Leenhouts, and the three of them 
proposed that Windsor Locks High School 
sponsor a Windsor Locks FIRST robotics team.  
The proposal was accepted by the school.   
Hamilton Standard agreed to have Mr. Leenhouts 
be its mentor and to provide significant funding.

	 Hamilton Standard provided the funds for the team to buy the robotics kit 
from the FIRST organization each year.  However the FIRST competitions were 
held in other towns and cities, which involved significant travel costs for the
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students.  The team found town businesses which served as team sponsors, 
and provide the necessary funding.

	 Each FIRST Team has an identification number.  At first, teams were 
numbered in the order in which they joined the FIRST program.  The Windsor 
Locks team was originally “Team 52”.  Later, the numbering system changed, 
and it became “Team 176.”

	 FIRST started in 1989. The Windsor Locks team was formed in 1996.   A 
total of 93 teams were involved in the 1996 FIRST Robotics Competition.  Forty 
seven teams attended the New England Tournament, which was held at New 
Hampshire College in Manchester, NH during March, 1996.   74 Teams attended 
the National Championship, which was held on stage at Walt Disney World's 
EPCOT in Orlando, FL during April, 1996. 

THE WINDSOR LOCKS AND SUFFIELD FIRST ROBOTICS TEAM 

	 Below is a photo of the initial Windsor Locks High School FIRST team in 
1996.   The name of that team was “High Standards”.  

	 In 1999, Suffield High School joined with Windsor Locks High School to 
sponsor the team jointly.  The team adopted the name “Aces High” which has 
remained the name of the team.
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	 In the FIRST competition,  teams compete first in Division competitions.  
Winners of the Division competition compete in the International Championship.

	 In 1999,  three years after the team was formed, and the year that the two 
high schools joined forces, the Aces High team won the Division Championship 
in Manchester, N.H, and was invited to the International Championship in 
Orlando, FL.  THEY WON THE INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP!!!!!!    

It is impossible to overstate the the importance and meaning of that 
championship.  FIRST is a contest between groups of high school students who 
are highly intelligent and highly motivated.  That championship brought honor 
and recognition to the towns of Windsor Locks and Suffield, CT.    
	 The list of awards won by Aces High from 1996 to 2023 fills a number of 
pages.  The awards won by the Aces High team for all years from 1996 to 2023 
are on the following website.   https://www.thebluealliance.com/team/176/
history

	 In 2023,  the Aces High team won its Division title, and went to the 
International Championship in Houston, TX.   One member of the team, Ana-
Lois Davis, won a major award.  She was one ot ten winners of the “Dean’s List 
Award – which celebrates outstanding student leaders whose passion for and 
effectiveness at attaining FIRST ideals is exemplary”.
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THE “FIRST” PHILOSOPHY


	 In any explanation of FIRST robotics,  it is 
necessary to describe the FIRST way of thinking.   It is 
much different than sports, for example, where the 
focus is on winning.  Here is how the FIRST 
organization explains its approach.


Founded in 1989, the guiding philosophy of 
FIRSTR is Gracious Professionalism which is a 
way of doing things that encourages high-quality 
work, emphasizes the value of others, and respects 
individuals and the community.   With Gracious Professionalism, 
fierce competition and mutual gain are not separate notions. 
Gracious professionals learn and compete like crazy, but treat one 
another with respect and kindness in the process. They avoid 
treating anyone like losers, no chest thumping tough talk, but no 
sticky sweet platitudes either.   Knowledge, competition, and 
empathy are comfortably blended. 

 www.firstinspires.org.


	 The above philosophy of the FIRST organization is not just words.  It is 
how the teams are judged.  Many of the awards are for demonstrating the 
approach stated above.   When you attend a FIRST competition, you can sense 
that this philosophy permeates everything which is going on.


THE “ACES HIGH” 2023 TEAM


The Aces High team has the following sub-teams:


	 The Build/Design team builds prototypes of each year’s robot as well as 
the actual robot, and builds full-scale practice fields

	 The Drive team drives the robot in competitions and make real-time 
adjustments to optimize robot performance between the rounds of each match.

	 The Marketing/Media team prints T-shirts, takes pictures, makes posters, 
manages the teams socials, and designs all promotional items for the team.

	 The Programing team helps design each year’s robot to take advantage 
of lessons learned in the past, and then programs the new robot.

	 The Scouting team - sits in the stands and observes the other robots, 
analyzing other teams performance, and determining which teams would be 
good to form alliances with.
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THE 2023 “ACES HIGH” TEAM MENTORS 


The adult mentors of the Aces High Team are: 


HEAD COACH - Peter Davis is the Head Coach of the  Aces High Robotics 
team. He has been on the team since 2013. He is the team leader, the person 
who teaches, inspires, leads, and helps.

	 Frank DiVita teaches wiring techniques to the students.  He also handles 
logistics for traveling to competitions. 

	 Bill Tice was a Systems and Controls Engineer with Collins Aerospace for 
35 years.  He helped form an earlier FIRST team, and he mentored two of his 
children when they were on FIRST teams.  Now he mentors the Aces High team, 
and still enjoys it after 22 years with the team.

	 Tom Duclos mentors the team on programming.  He is the mathematics 
specialist.

	 Ted Farver became a team mentor in 2004 when his son was on the team.

He teaches wiring techniques to the students.  He shows them how to make 
connectors, wire the robot, and solder.

	 Anthony DiVita was a student on the team until he graduated in 2014. In 
2017, he joined the team as a mentor.  His specialties are “the Build” and 
prototyping.

	 Nick Tseka is an Aces High alumnus.  He graduated in 2014.  He became 
a mentor in 2018.  He is the lead on design/integration and is the drive team 
coach.  He mentors the team on Computer Assisted Design.

 He has a Masters degree in Mechanical Engineering. 	 

	 Shahil Kantesaria is a  Build Team mentor and works on design and 
prototyping.  He is a team alumnus.  He graduated in 2008, and became a 
mentor in 2013.

	 Kyle  Zelienski is the programing mentor for Aces High.  He is a team 
alumnus and graduated in 2015. He became a mentor in 2016.  He is a 
Development and Operations Engineer.

	 Sam Stanley is a Aces High alumnus. He graduated in 2019.  He became 
a mentor in 2020.   He mentors in marketing, media and scouting, and he works 
with the design and build teams.  

	 Melissa Pascarelli  is a para-educator at Windsor Locks High School.  She 
was a team volunteer from 2013 to 2015, and became a mentor in 2020.  

	 Jim Pascarelli, is a firefighter by day and robotics mentor by night.  He has 
experience in carpentry, construction, cement, electrical, and general 
contracting. 
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CONCLUSION 	 	 


		 A FIRST robotics team is one of the most important extra curricular 
activities that a high school student could take.   A good high school must have 
activities which challenge their most intelligent and motivated students.   Math 
clubs and Science Fairs are excellent.   However, nothing compares with the 
opportunity to work with experienced engineers in learning how to design and 
build competitive robots.  The mentors from local engineering firms provide real 
expertise on the skills underlying the design, building, programming and 
operation of robots.  

		 FIRST robotics is different from other competitive high school programs.    
Every year, the divisional and international FIRST competitions judge each group 
both on how well their robot did, and on how the team helped other teams. 

		 Team “mentors” put a great deal of time and effort into each project.   For 
ten weeks,  the work is intense.  A number of the mentors have been with the 
Aces High team for 10 to 20 years.  School is in session during those weeks, so 
the team members learn to manage their time. 

		 Windsor Locks and Suffield are fortunate to have a FIRST Robotics team.


SOURCES


1996 FIRST ROBOTICS COMPETITION TEAM LIST

http://team358.org/history/1992-1999/1996_teamlist_FIRSTsite.pdf


Emails and telephone conversations with Marilyn Gragnolati (May 2023) and 
emails from Melissa Pascarelli (May 2023).


Aces High Robotics: Who We Are.  https://www.aceshigh176.org/who-we-are/


For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology, Wikipedia,    https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
For_Inspiration_and_Recognition_of_Science_and_Technology


FIRST Championship, Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FIRST_Championship#References


Team 176, Aces High, History

https://www.thebluealliance.com/team/176/history


FIRST Vision and Mission 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FIRST_Championship#References
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Chapter 22


Attilio Barbieri -

His Grocery Store & Home Style Bakery


	 The “A.B. Grocery Store” and the “Home Style Bakery” were businesses of 
Mr. Attilio Barbieri. This is their story.  

	 In the above photo, we see Katie Scotto in front of the family store.  Above 
the door, it says “Barbierie”.  The Window says “A B Grocery.”  The “A B” stands 
for “Attilio Barbieri”   The Springfield Republican of Mar. 30, 1928 gave the 
address of Mr. Barbieri’s market as 218 Main Street.  The first Main Street 
number on the north side of Grove Street was 214.  So Mr. Barbieri’s shop was 
just two stores north of that.  The Springfield Republican of Aug. 27,1927 is the 
earliest reference to the existence of Mr. Barbieri’s market. No information could 
be found on when it was started.   Below is an advertisement of Mr. Barbieri’s 
market that was in the the March 30, 1928 Springfield Republican.  It was the last 
time the newspaper mentioned Mr. Barbieri’s market at 218 Main Street.
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	 Now we jump to the opening of the “Home 
Style Bakery”.  The Windsor Lock Journal of August  
8, 1931 tells us that Mr. J.H. Spenkoch opened the 
Home Style Bakery at 34 Main Street.   That was on 
the southern end of Main Street.  Mr. Spenkoch had 
the reputation as one of the best bakers in the area.   
He had weekly advertisements in the Windsor Locks 
Journal from 1931 until May of 1938, when he 
passed away.    The Home Style bakery ads 
continued to be placed in the Journal, but they under 
the name of his wife, “Mrs. J.H. Spenkoch.   Here is 
a photo of Mr. Spenkoch.

	 The Windsor Locks Journal of June 12, 1941 
tells us that Mr. Attilio Barbieri  became the new 
proprietor of the Home Style Bakery at 34 Main 
Street.   His name was on the weekly ads in the 
Windsor Locks Journal until December 19, 1946.  
After that, there was no name on the weekly Home 
Style Bakery ads, but the business remained in the family.    No information could 
be found on when Mr. Barbieri died.   
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	 Below is photo of the Home Style Bakery when it was in the hands of the 
Barbieri family.  It was run by Josephine (Barbieri) Draghi, her brother, Ted 
Barbieri, and Ted’s wife, Jane.


	 The Home Style Bakery was a staple of Windsor Locks life from the time it 
was founded by Mr. Spenkoch, through its management by Attilio Barbieri, and 
later through its management by his family.  It existed until the town of Windsor 
Locks razed all of the retail stores along Main Street during the Main Street 
Redevelopment Project.  The Home Style Bakery existed from 1936 through 
1974.  It was a well loved store. 


135



	 Below  is a photo from the Windsor Locks Journal of  August 25, 1974, of 
the Home Style Bakery building when it was about to be demolished.


SOURCES


Issues of the Springfield Republican.  Issue dates are provided in the text.


Issues of the Windsor Locks Journal.  Issue dates are provided in the text. 
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Chapter 23


Shonty’s Restaurant


	 Shonty’s Restaurant was a well known landmark at the corner of Grove 
Street and Main Street from the time it opened in 1953 until it burned down on 
November 11, 1967.  It was a dark brown building, at 200 Main Street, next to 
Bianchi’s Bar and Restaurant.  Above the two restaurants were rental 
apartments.  Sebastian Shonty operated the restaurant throughout its existence.  
The owner of the building was Benjamin Chmurra.  

	 Sebastian Shonty was born in Hartford.  He was an active musician, 
playing in several area bands, and was a member of the Musicians Protective 
Association.  Mr. Shonty was a longtime member and leader of the Windsor 
Locks Lions Club.  He was married Virginia Cowan.  They lived on Woodland 
Street.

	 Mr. Shonty got his restaurant going in 1953.  While nothing has been 
written about the restaurant, there is much we can learn about it from the 
advertisements that he put in the Windsor Locks Journal.   Below are four ads 
that in the WIndsor Locks Journal from its opening in 1953 to 1966, the year 
before the fire.
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	 Notice the differences in the ads.  The first one used the name “Shonty’s 
Depot Restaurant, which was certainly a reference to the Railroad Depot across 
the street.  The word “Depot” was not used in later ads.  The next month’s ad 
used the simpler “Shonty’s Restaurant”.  The first two ads emphasized “Dancing”.  
All of the Shonty’s ads focussed on food, not drink. Also worth noticing is that
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Shonty’s was one of the first in town to announce that they were serving “Pizza” 
or “LaPizza”.   The “LaPizza” name was also used by others in the early years, 
but it lost out to the the simpler word “Pizza”.

	 Over the years, Sebastian Shonty’s name showed up often in the Windsor 
Locks Journal in articles about the Lion’s Club.  He was very active in leadership 
roles in the Lion’s Club for a long time.

	 The big buildings along Main Street were mostly built in the late 1800s or 
the early 1900s.  Most were wood framed buildings,  and over the decades, they 
began to show their age.  There were a number of fires in the Main Street 
buildings.  The Bidwell Building was one of them.   Shonty’s had two fires.  The 
first one as caught in time.  The second one was not caught in time. It happened 
on Nov. 11, 1967,

	  The 1967 fire was devastating, although no one was injured or killed.  The 
entire building, including the apartments above the street level. The fire was 
reported in newspapers from Hartford to Springfield, and many photos were 
taken. Below are some photos from that fire.
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	 The fire was the end of Shonty’s Restaurant.  After the fire, Sebastian 
Shonty became the permittee at the Smalley Brothers Post, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars until he retired in 1975.

	 Sebastian Shonty, formerly of Windsor Locks, died Thursday in East 
Hartford.  He was 88 and a resident of Glastonbury.  He was one of the business 
owners along Main Street during the Golden Era of Windsor Locks’s downtown.
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SOURCES:


Obituary of Sebastian Shonty, Hartford Courant, Feb 6, 1998,

https://www.courant.com/news/connecticut/hc-xpm-1998-02-06-9802060505-
story.html


Montemerlo, Melvin D. End of the Golden Era: Don McLeod’s 1967 Downtown 
Photos, Chapter 17 of Windsor Locks History: Volume III, by Melvin D. 
Montemerlo, Self published, Bel Air, MD, 2020.

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Windsor_Locks_History_Volume_III/
OqWfEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0


Jerry Dougherty’s History website. Photos of Shonty’s fire.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gcdougherty/with/7834001506/


Springfield Daily News, Nov 13, 1967
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Chapter 24


What Did Windsor Locks Look Like in 1913? 

	 What did Windsor Locks look like in 1913?     That was the time when 
large numbers of European immigrants were coming into the town.   It was the 
time when automobiles were beginning to replace horse-drawn vehicles.   The 
full set of mills along the canal were built and operating.  Windsor Locks had a 
canal, a railroad and a trolley.   There was a growing line of businesses along the 
west side of Main Street.   But what did the town look like in 1913?

	 There is an easy way to find out.   Hughes and Bailey Publishers were 
developing town maps that were hand-drawn in color to look like the town was 
being seen from an airplane.   You will see that most of the development is close 
to Main Street, and it thins out as you go toward the west side of town.    

	 The 1913 “Aero View” map also has two other features.  One is a set of 
drawings of the largest factories, buildings and churches.  The other is a list of 
the most important businesses in town.   All of that is all on a single page.  That 
page is too large to put on a sheet of paper here, so we will focus on a portion of 
the big map which covers the main section of town, followed up by one that 
shows drawings of factories, stores, churches and other buildings.  

	 The 1913 Aero View map can be purchased on-line at this time (2022).  In 
the future, it will probably be available on-line as a “used” item, but may still be 
available new.

	 On the next page is the portion of that map which includes the most 
inhabited of town, which is the area along Main Street.
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	 At the left (South side), you can see South Street vertically.  At the right, 
we see the convergence of Suffield St and North Main Street, which heads north 
to Agawam/Springfield.  As you look upward, you see that most everything is 
between Main St. and Center St.   Then there are some buildings as far as West 
St, but not much after that.

	 In the next section of the map,  notice the bottom-right section of Main 
Street. You can see a “pond” on the right side of the map, above the canal, but 
below the convergence of North Main St and Suffield St.  Hayden (1886) said 
that Mr. Carleton and Mr. Niles built a sawmill by canal, near that pond, which is 
known as “Carleton’s Basin”.  Mr. Carleton was in the lumber business.  He used 
that basin as a holding pond for logs.  That Basin was fully filled-in in 1917 . 

	 The Railroad passenger station is at the bottom-left of the following 
drawing.   To the right of that is a larger building which was the Railroad Freight 
Station, which is at the point where Main Street curves to the left, and ends 
where it splits into North Main St. and Suffield St.   As you look farther to the 
right , past Carleton’s Basin, you see Dr. Burnap’s mansion, that was known as 
“Maple Hill“.  Dr. Burnap owned about 100 acres that including the mansion.  
That 100 acre plot is the largest lot for a house in downtown Windsor Locks.
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SOME LARGE BUSINESSES 
 
	 The following are drawings of large buildings that were on the map.
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CHURCHES,  SCHOOLS, MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS
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CONCLUSION: 

The 1913 “Aero Map of Windsor Locks” by Hughes and Bailey, is an excellent 
source of drawings which convey the look and feel of the Windsor Locks of 
1913.


SOURCES: 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3784w.pm020260/?r=0.457,0.536,0.153,0.07,0


1913 Aero View Map of WIndsor Locks, Conn.  

Hughes and Bailey Publishers


“Windsor Locks”,  From “The Memorial History of Hartford County, CT”, by 
Jabez H Hayden, Esq. Edited by J Hammond Trumbull, LL.D, Published by 
Edward. L. Osgood, 1886. 
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Chapter 25


What and Where was “State Street”?

	 Many who lived in Windsor Locks prior to the demolition of all of the stores 
along Main Street don’t remember “State Street”.   Here is set of photos and a 
map to show what and where State Street was.    State Street was a very short, 
dead-end street off of Main St.  It went west (away from the canal).  It was south 
of Church Street, and  not far from where the Canal Bridge meets Main Street.  If 
you were coming from Warehouse Point, you would take a left on Main Street, 
and State Street would be almost immediately on your right, just past Zaccheo’s 
building, which was a big white building with gas pumps in the front.  It was a Car 
Dealership which sold Pontiacs and a brand that you may never have heard of.   
The brand name was “Oakland”.  That brand didn’t last long.  

	 Here is a series of photos that will help you understand what State St 
looked like before it was demolished during the Main Street Redevelopment 
Project in the mid 1970s.   
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SOURCES

The photo of the Zaccheo building was provided by Dr. Thomas Zacccheo, Jr, 
whose father owned the building.  The other five photos were provided by Jim 
Roche.


153



154



Chapter 26

Rocco Bellini:


His Businesses and the St. Oronzo Society

	 In January 2022, a magazine from Turi, Italy wrote about the citizens of 
Turi who emigrated to Windsor Locks.  The author, Raffaele Valentini, said:


 
“The Saint Oronzo Society of Windsor Locks was founded in 
1919.  From a newspaper article of 1961, we learn that Mr. 
Rocco Bellini, who was president of the Society for 22 years, 
received an acknowledgment from Pope John XXIII for the 
successful work of the Saint Oronzo Society.  Mr. Bellini was 
born in Turi and came to America in 1909.  He came from Turi 
and began his new life in Windsor Locks.  He ran a paint and 
wallpaper shop on Spring Street.”


	 This is the story of Rocco Bellini and his achievements in Windsor Locks.  
He ran three different businesses during his life, besides being the leader of the 
St. Oronzo Society.    The Windsor Locks Journal of Nov. 3,1939 told part of the 
story of Rocco Bellini.  He started in business in 1933 on Spring St.  He moved to 
a larger store in the McGuinn building at 230 Main Street.  That was on the West 
side of Main Street, across from the freight station.  It was later the site of the 
Brown Derby restaurant.  

	 In 1939, Rocco built a new, larger building on Main Street, north of the 
freight station.  The opening of the store was a big production.  Entertainment 
included dancing, music, fireworks and refreshments.  That sounds like a great 
way to open up your new place of business.  The name of his business was “The 
Windsor Locks Grain Company”.  

	 Rocco’s first ad in the Windsor Locks Journal was on May 18,1934, when 
his business was located on 9 Spring Street.   He was selling “all kinds of baby 
chicks”.  The cost was $8 per hundred chicks.  He also sold egg boxes for $6.50 
per thousand.  

	 By October, 1938, he had moved his store to 230 Main St.  His 
advertisements in the Windsor Locks Journal were not typical.  They were long, 
creative, and they really emphasized the benefits of what he was selling.  By this 
time, he was selling Purina’s new “Layena Eggs” which were being advertised 
nationally on radio.  He was also selling everything you need to raise chickens on 
your farm or in your back yard.

	 In his 1939 ads, he was promoting cow food,  books about farming, roofing 
materials, paint, fertilizer, wire, and all types of farm animal food.  He had parties
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at his store and invited the public to come in and join the fun.  He advertising 
style was personal and fun.  It was unlike any other advertising campaigns in the 
Windsor Locks Journal.

	 In the 1940s, Rocco Bellini was expanding into newer high-tech farm 
products, such as “electric brooders”.   He added products for taking care of your 
farm buildings and your home.  He had expanded his products to the area of 
home, lawn, landscape and garden care.

	 The March 13, 1947 Windsor Locks Journal said that Rocco Bellini had 
sold the Windsor Locks Grain Company to Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Swanson of New 
Haven.  The name of the store did not change.  The new owners kept putting ads 
in the WIndsor Locks Journal.   They were selling the same items that Mr. Bellini 
did.  

	 Unfortunately, the new owners had a fire in their building.  Office fixtures 
and supplies were damaged.  The total damage was estimated to be about 
$2,000.  The April 3, 1952 Windsor Locks Journal said that the Windsor Locks 
Grain Company was moving to Warehouse Point.


	 From 1947 to 1952, Rocco Bellini had a real estate business.  There were 
weekly ads in the Windsor Locks Journal in which he sold houses, land, 
restaurants, and other businesses.  It is obvious from the number and size of the 
ads that Mr. Bellini was very active in the real estate business during those years.	
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	 In July of 1954,  Rocco Bellini 
opened up a new retail paint and 
wallpaper store on West Spring 
Street. The new store was set up to 
sell the latest nationally-advertised  
paints and wall papers.   His first ad in 
the Windsor Locks Journal was on 
July 22, 1954.  He was selling not only 
paint and wall paper, but also floor 
coverings.  There were more ads in 
1955  through 1959. They expanded 
their items for sale to Venetian blinds 
and aluminum doors and windows.  
There were no more ads after 1959   
We can assume that his Rocco’s Paint 
and Wallpaper store lasted from 1954 
to at least 1959, but it may have 
lasted longer.

	 Here are two photos of the 
annual St. Oronzo celebration in 
Windsor Locks.  Rocco Bellini was 
very active in the St. Oronzo Society.  
He was president of the Society for 22
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years.  He advertised the annual festivals up until 1962.   In 1962, he advertised 
that the Saint Oronzo Hall could be rented for parties, weddings, meetings, etc.  
Then the St. Oronzo property was put up for sale in 1962.  The St Oronzo festival 
was held in 1962, but that was the last one.  

	 In the June 6,1963 Windsor Locks Journal, it was announced that Rocco 
and his wife were going on an ocean voyage back to Italy to visit his home 
country for the first time in 54 years.  On August 15, 1963, the newspaper said 
that a message had been received that Mr. and Mrs. Bellini were about to return 
to Windsor Locks.  No further information could be found about Mr. Rocco Bellini 
after that.   


CONCLUSION


	 Rocco Bellini, like other immigrants from Europe arrived in Windsor Locks 
with nothing and he only spoke Italian.  He overcame those limitations, and had 
his own farm supply business as early as 1934.  He moved to increasingly larger 
stores, until he built the large store on Main Street, which he sold in 1947.  He 
had a real estate business from 1947 to 1952.  He opened a paint and wall paper 
store in 1954, which lasted at least through 1959.

	 We know that he was the head of the Saint Oronzo Society for 22 years 
and received acknowledgement for that from Pope John XXIII.   

	 Windsor Locks enjoyed the St. Oronzo festivals from 1922 to 1962.   Mr. 
Bellini was the major force behind the Society and the festivals.  He is probably 
the only person from Windsor Locks to get a letter of thanks from the Pope.   Mr. 
Bellini had a large and positive effect on Windsor Locks for a very long time.   


SOURCES


Valentini, Raffaele, Turi-Windsor Locks: One-way.,  story written in Italian in the 
magazine “Il Paese”, published in Turi, Italy,   January/February issue, 2022.


Montemerlo, Melvin D. St. Oronzo of Turi and Windsor Locks, in Windsor Locks 
History, self published in 2017, Bel Air MD.


A number of references to the Windsor Locks Journal were used, and the exact 
references are given in the text of the chapter.
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Chapter 27

The Italian Cooperative Society (ICS) and the Marconi Brothers:


Their Overlapping Success


	 The histories of the Marconi Brothers and of the Italian Cooperative 
Society (ICS) overlap.  This chapter tells their stories.  They were two important 
retail businesses in the downtown Windsor Locks area between 1907 and 1975.

	  The ICS began in 1907 when a group of Italian immigrants living in 
Windsor Locks formed a corporation. 

	 In 1915, the ICS bought Theodore Shottmuller’s bakery on Grove Street.  
The sale included a double tenement on Grove Street.  The Feb. 26, 1915 issue 
of the Windsor Locks Journal said that the ICS planned to run the bakery in 
addition to their grocery store on Main Street.  Note that the ICS bought a 
building which they could profit from by renting the store and the rooms.  More 
importantly, we learned that the ICS had a grocery on Main Street.

	 The March 3, 1920 Windsor Locks Journal said that the ICS sold their 
building on Main Street, which was across the street from the railroad station, to 
Moses Goldfarb.  It also said that the ICS bought the Converse building on Main 
Street to replace the property that they had sold to Mr. Goldfarb, and that the ICS 
would move their grocery store from the Goldfarb building to the corner store in 
the Converse building.  (See the Goldfarb building in the photo below.)  
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	 The purchase of the Converse building was a major investment.  It not only 
gave the ICS a place to run the  grocery store that they were moving from the 
Goldfarb building, it also gave them another store to use or rent out on the street 
level, and two more floors of space that they could rent out to companies or 
clubs. The ICS was moving aggressively in Windsor Locks’ business world.  See 
the Converse building in the photo below.

	 The Dec 17, 1920 Windsor Locks Journal said that the ICS had moved 
their grocery store from the Goldfarb building to the corner store of the Converse 

building, as planned. Then things settled down for three decades.   In the 1920s, 
30s and 40s, there were advertisements in the Windsor Locks Journal for the ICS 
grocery store on the corner of Spring and Main Streets, and the liquor store next 
to it.  They had been successful for 43 years.

	 Then in 1949, the ICS liquidated itself.  It went out of business!   No 
reasons could be found as to why that happened.  It had existed since 1907.

	 That brings us to the “overlap” between the histories of the ICS and of the 
Marconi brothers.  The Converse building changed hands again.  The June 2, 
1949 Windsor Locks Journal tells us that  Angelo, Lewis and John Marconi just 
bought the Converse building from the ICS.  That was the building at the corner 
of Main and Spring Streets where the ICS had their grocery store and their liquor 
store.    

	 An advertisement in the August 3,1950 Windsor Locks Journal told  
“the rest of the story”.   The grocery store and liquor store which were owned 
by the ICS, had been run by the Marconi brothers.   The June 2, 1949 Journal 
showed that the Marconi brothers, were not only running those two stores for the
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ICS, but they also owned two other businesses on Main Street.  Here is a list of 
the Marconi brothers’ businesses in the years leading to 1950. They:

1) owned a luncheonette in the Rialto Theater Building

2) owned a “newsroom” near their their luncheonette, which was next to the 

Pease store in the building on the corner of Oak and Main Streets.  The only 
hint as to what the “news room” did was an article which mention boys who 
delivered newspapers went there. 


3) operated a grocery store in the Converse building for the ICS

4) operated a liquor store in the Converse building for the ICS.


	 When the ICS sold the Converse building to the Marconi brothers, the 
Marconi brothers replaced the ICS’s grocery story with their own luncheonette 
from the Rialto building. They also also owned and ran the liquor store which was 
next door.  They rented out the spaces in the upper two floors.

	 As an aside, it would be interesting to know when the Marconi brothers 
started their luncheonette in the Rialto theater and their “Newsroom”?   No 
information could be found on the newsroom.   However the Oct. 10, 1937 
Windsor Locks Journal said that the Marconi brothers had just bought the 
confectionary store of  Leo and Peter Viola, which was in the Rialto Theater 
building, and that the new owners would open it as a luncheonette.  This tells us 
that the Marconi brothers were in  business by 1937.   

	 The Marconi brothers owned the Converse building, and operated their 
luncheonette from 1950 until the Main Street Redevelopment Project bought up 
and tore down all of the retail businesses along Main Street.  The Marconi 
Luncheonette or “Wuzzy’s”, as it was often called, was in business from 1950 to 
1975.  It was a very popular place, both for teenagers and adults.
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	 We have now seen the story of the Italian Cooperative Society and the 
Marconi Brothers.   While photos of the Marconi  brothers and their luncheonette 
were available, no photographs could be found of the ICS people or businesses.


CONCLUSION:  

	 

	 The ICS was a cornerstone of Windsor Locks retail business from 1907 to 
1950.  It was started by a group of Italian immigrants as a way to make money, 
and improve their lives.  The Italian Co-operative Market was on Main Street from 
1920 through 1950.   The ICS made most of their money by owning properties on 
or near Main Street and renting the stores and rooms of their buildings to 
businesses and clubs. 


	 “Marconi’s Luncheonette” was very popular from 1950 to 1975. The three 
brothers had businesses on Main Street from 1937 to 1975.  The Marconi 
brothers were savvy businessmen and popular with the customers.  The Marconi 
brothers are also remembered for their long and strong fight against the Main 
Street Redevelopment Project.  They argued that if new businesses came in and 
build new buildings, as the Redevelopment Project promised, local businesses 
wouldn’t be able to afford the rent.  They were right, but they lost their “good 
fight”.  They weren’t quitters.  They moved their luncheonette to Suffield.   

	 The ICS bolstered downtown Main Street and its Italian-American 
population with its businesses for 47 years.  The Marconi brothers were a 
mainstay on Main Street for close to 40 years.

	 As an aside: Louise Marconi O’Boyle provided an answer to the question: 
“Which of the Marconi Brothers was the leader?”    Her answer was: 
“There were three brothers: Wuzzy (Angelo), Louie, and Johnnie.  My uncle
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Wuzzy.  Their father died in 1920 ... the boys ages were 10, 7, and 5.  So, my 
nonna made Wuzzy the father image as he was the oldest.  It most likely began 
that way.  Marconi's Luncheonette was first named Wuzzy's ... then, changed 
afterwards.   How the 3 of them actually made it all work ... well, it all boils down 
to FAMILY.”  (June 7, 2023)

	 Another answer to “who was the leader of the Marconi Brothers?” came 
from Lenny Montemerlo, who worked at Wuzzy’s when he was a teenager.  He 
said that none of them was in charge.  They all worked every day, but at night 
two of them went home.  They took turns.  There was no leader.  They just 
worked together naturally. 

	 And that’s the story of two intersecting forces in the growth of Windsor 
Locks,  the Marconi brothers and the ICS.


SOURCES


Montemerlo, Melvin D.,  Marconi Brothers Luncheonette (Wuzzy’s), Chapter 8 of 
Windsor Locks History, Self published, Bel Air, MD, 2017


Montemerlo, Melvin D.,  “The 15 Blocks of Windsor Locks”. Chapter 30 of 
Windsor Locks History, Self published, Bel Air, MD, 2017


Louise Marconi O’Boyle, Facebook post in “You know you’re from Windsor Locks 
when”    June 23, 2023.


Lenny Montemerlo phone call on June 23, 2023. 


A number of Windsor Locks Journal issues which are identified in the text.

The Windsor Locks Journal issues can be found in their archive at:

https://windsorlocks.advantage-preservation.com/
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Chapter 28


Man Knocked off of Dexter Coffin Bridge

	 At about 7:25 AM on January 29, 1976, an 18 year old Windsor man, 
David Nelson had a minor accident in his car on the ice-covered Dexter 
Coffin bridge.  His was going northbound on the bridge, skidded and 
struck an abutment.  He got out of the car to check the damage.   While 
looking at the front end of his car,  his car was struck in the rear by another 
car.  His car hit him and pushed him over the abutment, and he fell 80 feet 
into the icy Connecticut River.  Shortly after that, a tractor trailer jack-
knifed, skidded,  and the cab ended up on top of the abutment, hanging 
over the water. The truck driver was not injured.  See photo below.	 	 	

	 Luckily a State Police car was driving over the bridge soon after the 
accidents and called Windsor Locks Fire Department to come to the 
rescue.  They arrived quickly.  They lowered  one of their men, Dean 
Ribaudo over the side of the bridge to rescue Mr. Nelson.  Mr. Ribaudo 
found Mr. Nelson conscious.  He remembered being knocked over the 
bridge abutment, but didn’t remember the fall or hitting the river.  Below is 
dual photo. On the left, you an arrow pointing to Mr. Nelson lying on the 
ice in the river.  In the photo on the right, you see  a photo of Mr. Nelson 
being lifted up from the water, and Mr. Ribaudo is standing on the ice.
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Thirty five firemen from 
Windsor Locks arrived at the 
scene quickly.   Mr. Nelson was 
taken to the hospital and treated 
for fractures.   He made it to the 
hospital about an hour after he 
fell from the bridge.  The firemen 
and the police did a great job. 


	 Mr. Nelson told Mr. 
Ribaudo that he was surprised 
that he wasn’t killed by that long 
fall onto the icy river.   It turns 
out that Mr. Nelson and his 
friend Deborah Daulhinais, age 
16, were driving to the 
Berkshires to do some skiing, 
when the accident occurred.  
She was not hurt. 

	 There are lessons to be 
learned from this about driving 
in icy conditions.     


SOURCES 

The photos shown above, and the news articles were found on Mr. 
Jack Daugherty’s “flickr” website: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gcdougherty

	 

	 The information was from the January 29, 1976 Issue of the Windsor 
Locks Journal.

	 There was another news article on that website but the name and 
date of the newspaper was not given.   The content of that article and of 
the Windsor Locks Journal were quite similar.  There was no disagreement 
among the two.  
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Chapter 29


Harry Brusie: 

Nationally Known Sulky Racer and Horse Trainer

	 Harry Brusie was born in Egremont, MA in 1873.  He died in 1941, at the of 
68.   When he died, his obituary was found in 253 newspapers in 23 states 
across the United States.  He may well be the most widely-known person who 
ever lived in Windsor Locks.The Windsor Locks Journal had 17 articles about 
him from 1898 until his death in 1941.   The Hartford Courant had 58 articles 
about him from 1901 to 1922.   


The first newspaper article that mentioned his name  was a 1898 article in 
the Windsor Locks Journal that gave the results in a horse race.  Given that he 
was born in 1876, he was 22 when 1898 race was run.   He won a sulky race in 
Suffield. It said he was from Hartford.

	 The second Windsor Locks Journal article to mention him was on October 
15, 1915.  It said that the largest and fastest group of sulky horses would be 
racing in Windsor, and the best drivers would be racing, including Harry Brusie.

	 The third mention of Harry Brusie in the Windsor Locks Journal was in the 
Dec. 8, 1916 issue.  It said that Mr. John J. Byrnes, owner of the hotel on Main 
Street, leased his hotel to Mr. Harry Brusie, along with all of its furnishings and 
equipment, and the cafe connected with the hotel.  Mr. Brusie changed the 
name of the hotel from the Hotel Byrnes to the Hotel Brusie.  Below is an 
advertising card from the hotel at that time.


	 Mr. Brusie combined his lease of the hotel with his horse racing business.  
The January 26, 1917 issue of the Windsor Locks Journal had an article on a 
Road Drivers Club of Hartford, which was going to hold a dinner at the hotel for 
more than 100 people, many of whom were his horse racing friends and 
associates. 

The Windsor Locks Journal of May 8, 1917, said that Mr. Byrnes sold the 
Hotel that he had been leasing to Mr. Brusie, to Mr. Vito Colapietro.  Mr. Brusie 
continued to manage the hotel until 1924 when he turned his lease over to his 
brother, Fred E. Brusie.  Harry was in the hotel business for about eight years. 
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The Windsor Locks Journal of June 9, 1918 said that Mr. Brusie was a 
popular driver of trotting horses throughout the East, and that he made a grand 
showing during the past weekend.  He won eleven first-places, which gave him 
a total of 25 for the season.  He didn’t drive in all of the races,  He had other 
drivers, including his son, Lymon.   
	 The Boston Herald of August 22, 1921 said that Mr. Brusie had won 
$8,369 on the Bay State Circuit that year.  In 2023 dollars, that would be the 
equivalent of $142,000.  Those were not his total winnings for the year.   They 
were only his winnings from a single racing circuit.


The Boston Herald of July 27, 1925 said that  Brusie was the fourth leading 
money winner, with winnings of $7,307, which in 2023 dollars is  $127,000 in 
2023 dollars.  Mr. Brusie was continuing to make a very good living. 
	 The Nov. 24, 1922 issue of the Windsor Locks Journal showed that Mr. 
Brusie was selling racehorses, and was using the hotel address to do so.   Mr. 
Brusie remained in Windsor Locks until 1926.  He lived in town for nine years.  

	 Harry got other members of his family into racing trotters.  A 1933 photo 
of Harry and his son, Lymon, is shown above.   They often competed in the 
same races.   Harry’s brother, Fred Brusie, was also into racing.  Like Harry, he 
was also into the hotel business.  He and his wife ran the Elm Tree Inn in his 
hometown of  Egremont, MA.   Fred was in racing with his brother, Harry,  and 
nephew, Lymon.  However, due to poor health, he returned home to Egremont, 
where he died on June 12, 1932.  (Springfield Republican of June 12, 1932) 
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The Windsor Locks Journal issue of June 14, 1941 had the obituary for 
Harry Brusie.   Harry died in Boston after a long illness.  It described Harry’s 
interest in the hotel on Main Street, and said that Harry was well-known 
throughout the country as a harness racing driver.  It said that several years 
before, Harry switched to become a trainer of trotters when running tracks 
became popular in the East.    

	 He was one of the most popular drivers at the old Charter Oak Park track 
in Hartford, and also at Sage Park in Windsor.  The Windsor Locks Journal said 
that he was one of the finest drivers in the country, and that during the 1929 
season, he won the country win/race record with fifty-one races to his stable’s 
credit.  The funeral was in East Hartford, and that is where he was buried.  

	 The Harness Racing Hall of Fame elected him to the status of “Immortal” 
in 1978.   The inscription reads:  “He trained and raced around New England for 
forty years.  He developed many good half-mile horses, including Minor Hal, 
Quite Sure and Sturdy.  Brusie was much loved by sportsmen because of his 
native wit and personality.  His son, Lyman joined him at the stable for some 
time but then resigned to go with the thoroughbreds.”

https://harnessmuseum.com/content/harry-brusie

	 The book, The History of Harness Racing in New England, by Robert 
Temple, 2010, said the following: “For more than 40 years, Harry Brusie 
(1876-1941) who was born in Egremont, Mass, developed, trained and drove 
some of New England’s finest horses both on the old Bay State Circuit and 
throughout New England.   Amongst his best were Sturdy, who set a world 
record for two-year-old trotting colts (2.06 1/2), Quite Sure, Minor Hal, and 
Tippie Volo, a brown filly who gained national notoriety by winning 13 straight 
races.”


Conclusion


	 Harry Brusie, was not a native of Windsor Locks.  He moved to town with 
his family, and leased the Hotel Byrnes on Main Street, changing the hotel’s 
name to “The Hotel Brusie”.    He and his family lived in town for about nine 
years.   Long before he moved to Windsor Locks, he had become a top notch 
harness racer.   He continued that while in Windsor Locks, and also got into the 
business of buying and selling horses there.

	 HIs 40 year career in racing lasted from about 1895 to about 1935.  He 
moved from racing to training trotters in the last part of his career.  One of his 
brothers and two of his sons joined him in his racing endeavors.  

	 He was one of the most prolific and most successful sulky drivers of his 
time, and he was known nationwide.   He was given the rank of “Immortal” by 
the Harness Racing Hall of Fame.   He had a horse that won 13 straight races.  
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He was making the equivalent of $119,000 (in 2023 dollars) during his career, 
and that didn’t include what he was making from the hotel.    
	 As of this writing (2019) the average length of a professional basketball 
player’s career is about ten years, and for a professional football player.  It is less 
than four years.   Harry’s was about 40 years.   It would be difficult to find other 
athletes who have had an active professional career of 40 years.   Interestingly, 
he also controlled his own career for those four decades.   It is rare to find any 
professional athlete who controls his own career.  Most are on teams that have 
coaches, and they can be fired or traded at any moment.   


Sources


The History of Harness Racing in New England, by Robert Temple, 2010,

https://books.google.com/books?
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Numerous newspaper articles were referenced above, and the specific date of 
each article was given. 
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Chapter 30


Jenkins Shoe Store

	 Jenkins Shoe Store was a fixture at 222 Main Street in Windsor Locks for 
a long time.  A September 21, 1972 Windsor Locks Journal article said that 
Alfred B. Jenkins  retired 14 years early, which means that store closed in 1958.  
It also said that he was 81 years old when he died, which means that he was 
born in 1891.  A Springfield Union article on Sept 18, 1972, indicated that the 
store opened in 1904.  We know a bit more from the June 29, 1917 Windsor 
Locks Journal article, which said that Alfred B. Jenkins was married to Maud C. 
Steele of Clinton, MA on the previous Tuesday.

	 His store was on Main Street, just a few stores north of Red Leary’s 
Appliance shop, and two stores before you got to the Brown Derby.  The 
following photo has a black arrow pointing to what used to be Jenkins Shoe 
Store.  He lived at 119 Elm Street at the time of his death.


	 Jenkins Shoe Store was the only shoe store in town until Bianchi's Shoe 
Store opened up in Coly’s hotel.  Jenkins shoe store was at 222 Main St., next 
to Wenzel's Radio Service at 224 Main St, which was next to the Brown Derby.
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	 A computer search on “Jenkins Shoe Store” turned up 96 entries in the 
Windsor Locks Journal between Feb 26, 1909 and 1956.  Almost all of them 
were advertisements.  Here are four of the advertisements from the earliest to 
the latest.  Unfortunately the ad below is a bit cryptic.  It ways that “we are going 
to occupy the next store north, March 1, but it doesn’t way where it is.


	 The ad to the right is from the March 9, 
1934 Windsor Locks Journal, and is very 
interesting to read. It says that the sole of this 
shoe has a “toe stud” which makes the sole of 
the shoe much longer lasting.  

	 The April 4, 1953 ad to the right says, at 
the bottom, that the address of the store is 222 
Main Street.

	 A search of the archives of the Windsor 
Locks Journal on the name “Alfred B. Jenkins 
shows that there were 51 articles in the 
newspaper during the years 1917 and 1972 
about him and his family.  Many are about his 
son and two daughters.  There is one which 
mentions Alfred B. Jenkins which is quite 
interesting.   It is the October 5, 1940 issue, 
which is about the formation of Windsor Locks’ 
Chamber of Commerce.   Mr. Jenkins was a 
charter member of the Chamber of Commerce 
along with: Dexter D. Coffin, Don LaRussa, Dr. 
Ettore Carneglia, and a host of others.   The 
cost for belonging to the Chamber of 
Commerce at that time was $3 per year.   

	 A telephone call with Maggie Mcintyre Knowlton

on October 24, 2022, revealed more about Mr. Jenkins.  Mrs. Knowlton used to 
live near Mr. Jenkins when she was growing up in WIndsor Locks.   She said
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that she got all of her shoes at Jenkins store when 
she was a child.  She was fascinated with the smell 
of leather that permeated the store and surprised at 
the large number of different shoes that he had.  She 
said that Mr. Jenkins was a very nice man.   During 
the 1938 hurricane, the roof was blown off of the 
house that Mr. Jenkins lived in.  She also said that he 
raised parakeets in his garage. 
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Windsor Locks Journals of 02-26-1909, 06-29-1917, 
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Chapter 31


James D. Outerson: 

Public Servant and Businessman Extraordinaire


INTRODUCTION 


	 James D. Outerson is one of the most extraordinary individuals in the 
history of Windsor Locks.  Of all of the important people in the history of our 
town, he is probably the least known.  The goal of this chapter is to make known 
the incredible life and accomplishments of James D. Outerson.  But first, it is 
important to give some background on the family he was born into.

	 His uncle, James Outerson, was born in Scotland.  The Outerson family 
moved to Ireland, where James’ younger brother, Andrew, was born.   Andrew 
married Aileen Keller there.   Andrew and James were in the paper making 
business in Ireland.  Andrew, Aileen and James emigrated to the United States 
and settled in Windsor Locks.   

	   James bought a sawmill by the canal, and turned it into a paper mill.  His 
brother, Andrew,  joined him in that effort.  James sold his paper mill in 1855.  He 
became the superintendent of the Persse and Brooks paper mill.  Unfortunately 
he was killed in a train accident.  His brother, Andrew, took over James’ job as 
superintendent of the Persse and Brooks paper mill.    

 	  Although we do not know the date, Andrew became the owner of the 
Outerson Block on the corner of Church and Main Street.  [A “Block” is an old 
term for a large commercial building.]   This background tells us that the 
Outerson family of Windsor Locks was prominent, cultured, capable, and well to 
do.  	 


JAMES D. OUTERSON


	 We now turn to the subject of this chapter, James D. Outerson, the son of 
Andrew and Aileen Outerson of Windsor Locks, Ct.  Andrew and Aileen had eight 
children, two of which became physicians. James D. Outerson was born to 
Andrew and Aileen in 1872.  According to the September 18, 1936 issue of the 
Windsor Locks Journal,  Mr. Outerson was one of the best-known residents of 
the town.  He was also well-known throughout the county and the state,  He 
spent his life in Windsor Locks.  After graduating from WIndsor Locks public 
schools, he took a business course in a Hartford school.  After graduation, he 
briefly took a job in a Hartford department store, and then in a commercial 
grocery business in Hartford.
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	 Mr. Outerson was just 23 years old when he moved back to Windsor 
Locks.  His career took off.  In 1895, he was elected to THREE Windsor Locks 
town government positions: town clerk, town treasurer and town registrar!!!!   
He held all three of those jobs until he died forty years later in 1936.  During 
those 40 years, he was endorsed by both the Democrat and Republican parties!   
That makes him unique.

	 The best place to learn about James D. Outerson is in the  Windsor Locks 
Journal archive. His name was in that newspaper 552 times between 1895 and 
1936.

	 In 1895, he bought a shoe store which was located in the Burnap Block 
(see photo below).   The Burnap Block  is the second building from the left. It has 
four chimneys on its roof.   It was a large building which housed the offices of the 
telephone company, the telegraph company, the Windsor Locks Journal, and 
shops such as T. F. Carroll’s millenary shop, W. A. Dwight’s jewelry store, the 
Opera House, Mr. Outerson’s store,  and a Polish rooming house.       

	 


	 The July 8,1904 advertisement on the right 
shows that he moved his store from the Burnap 
Block to the Outerson Block on the corner of 
Church and Main Streets.  The move enabled him 
to have a much larger store.   By then, he had 
added the sale of men’s and women's clothing to 
his shoe business.  
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	 While in the Burnap Block, Mr. Outerson kept all of his Windsor Locks files 
in his store, which also served as his office.  When he moved to the Outerson 
Block, he had a separate office for his town duties.  In the photo of the Outerson 
Block (below), you and see the sign for his government office on the windows.


	 Mr. Outerson’s obituary in the Windsor Locks Journal said: “He was ever 
interested in civic affairs, and took part in local public affairs of many kinds.  With 
a keen sense of humor, Mr. Outerson could tell a good story and relate many 
interesting incidents in his official life.” 

	 We already know about Mr. Outerson’s three jobs with the town 
government, and his ownership of a men’s and women’s clothing store.   That 
was only part of his career.  He was also:

- secretary of the Building and Loan Association,

- owner of a local agency for accepting payment of gas, electric and water bills,

- owner of an insurance and bonding agency,

- member of the Chamber of Commerce.

- member of the Riverside Council of the Knights of Columbus,

- member of the Hartford Lodge of Elks, and

- an accomplished pianist and director of the Outerson Orchestra.  


(information from the Windsor Locks Journal  of Sept 18, 1936)
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	 His death in 1936 took was a shock to the citizens of the town.  He was 
taken to St. Francis Hospital in Hartford, where he stayed for a week.  His 
condition was not known when he went to the hospital.  He died of kidney failure.  
He passed away in his sleep. 

	 Here is a photo of his gravestone in the Grove Cemetary in WIndsor 
Locks, CT.


CONCLUSION


	 Mr. James D. Outerson came from a very accomplished family.  They 
provided a family setting that encouraged their children to do well. The head of 
the household,  Andrew, had a distinguished career in paper making both in 
Ireland and in Windsor Locks, and he owned the Outerson Block on Main Street.  
Two of James’ brothers became medical doctors.  James had an incredible 
career which included being the Windsor Locks town clerk, registrar and 
treasurer for 40 years with the backing of both political parties.   He also had a 
clothing store, and a number of other businesses, and he was an accomplished 
musician.  It is unfortunate that no photograph of Mr. Outerson could be found. 

	 The life and career of James D. Outerson can only be described as 
incredible
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Chapter 32


Jabez Haskell Hayden:  

Windsor Locks’ First Historian And Owner of a Silk Mill


	 Jabez Haskell Hayden was born in Windsor, CT on  December 20, 1811. 
From 1838 to 1881, he was a manufacturer of sewing silk in Windsor Locks 
where he resided until his death December 1, 1902.  After his retirement from 
business he devoted himself to genealogical and historical research and writing 
and became Windsor's leading authority on local history.  He contributed largely 
to Dr. Stiles’ set of books “Ancient Windsor” and was the author of a volume of 
Historical Sketches and many occasional essays and papers.  Mr. Hayden had a 
massive impact on Windsor Locks.

	 Jabez Haskell Hayden will always be remembered as the man who wrote 
the history of Windsor Locks from the days of its earliest settlers, when it was the 
Pine Meadow section of Windsor, to 1900.  He also provided history material to  
Dr. Stiles, who lived in New York City, and depended on Mr. Hayden for 
information about Windsor Locks and surrounding towns for his books.   If is 
wasn’t for Jabez Haskell Hayden, we would not know much about the history of 
Windsor Locks from 1663 to 1900. 

	  He not only wrote Windsor Locks history,  he “made Windsor Locks 
history” .  He had the mind and the spirit of a businessman.   Together with his 
business partner, Mr. H. Haskell, he set up a gin mill in 1811.  He went to Hartford 
to work for the Connecticut Silk Manufacturing Company for three years.  He 
studied the process thoroughly, and moved to Windsor Locks, where he and Mr. 
H. Haskell, turned the gin mill into a silk mill.   The silk mill lasted for 43 years.  At 
the age of 70, he retired in 1883, and they sold the silk mill to Mr. Arthur H. 
Bottum who continued its operation.  Below is a photo of the Haskell and Hayden 
Silk Mill, on the banks of the canal.
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	 He had made sufficient money to do what he loved in his retirement - to 
research and write the history of Windsor Locks. He produced many chapters for 
various books, and gave many talks on town history.  He  integrated those works 
into a single book, “Historical Sketches”, which was published by the Windsor 
Locks Journal in 1900.   Two years later, Jabez Haskell Hayden died on Dec 1, 
1902.  During his retirement years, he not only developed his own material, he 
also provided a great deal of information to Dr. Stiles for his set of books on the 
History of Windsor, CT and surrounding towns.   Dr. Stiles wrote a three volume 
set of books on the history and genealogies of Windsor and surrounding towns.  
He published them in 1853, and then updated them and published them again in 
1893.  In 1893, he was going to write a chapter on Windsor Locks, but after 
seeing what Mr. Haden had done, he used one of Mr. Hayden’s chapter’s on 
Windsor Locks instead.  He said that he couldn’t do as well as his friend could.  

	 Jabez Haskell Hayden had three big achievements in Windsor Locks.  The 
biggest was writing its early history.  The second was in starting and running a 
gin mill and then a silk mill.  The third thing that he did is not well known.   His 
grandfather had owned the parcel of land that the Memorial Hall is now on.  It 
had passed in to his hands.   When the local chapter of the Grand Army of the 
Republic was looking for land for the Memorial Hall that he wanted to have built,  
he sold them that plot of land for a very reasonable price.

	 Jabez Haskel Hayden is one of the few people that Windsor Locks couldn’t 
have done without.  


SOURCES: 
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Chapter 33


Graziano Graziani: 
Biggest Private Investor in Windsor Locks


	 No Windsor Locks citizen has owned more of Windsor Locks than 
Graziano Graziani, a Italian immigrant who became a contractor and investor in 
Windsor Locks.   He owned four of the largest commercial buildings on Main 
Street.  He built and sold high quality houses, and he also built both houses and 
tenements as rentals.   He paid more annual tax to Windsor Locks than any other 
individual for decades.   The total value of his properties were close to the value 
of C.H.Dexter & Sons’ properties.  

	 He was born in Italy in 1890, and arrived in the United States in 1911.  He 
quickly learned  the skills necessary to become a contractor.   The Windsor Locks 
Journal (WLJ) of Oct. 3, 1919 said that he had been paid for repairing a house.   
After that, his name showed up in the Windsor Locks Journal 179 times.  Many of 
those were his advertisements.  Many were about his investments on Main 
Street.  Many were of his work on the Board of Directors of the Windsor Locks 
Savings Bank.   

	 In the 1930s, his career took off,  Besides building houses, he bought two 
of the 15 Blocks on Main Street within five weeks of each other.  He bought the 
two big buildings (Blocks) on the north and south corners of Oak and Main 
Streets.   They were the Pease Block on the southwest corner, and the Burnap 
Block, on the northwest corner.  See the following photo.
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	 You can see both the Pease Block and the Burnap Block in the above 
photo.  You can see the corner of the Pease block to the right of the trolley car. It 
has a porch on the middle floor.  The Burnap Block is the next building to the 
right, with the four chimneys.   Oak Street is between the two buildings.  Allen 
Pease and his three sons had a large store in the Pease Block for 56 years.   
Their business was home heating and plumbing supplies and home furnishings.   
The property had been badly damaged by the September 1938 hurricane.   Mr. 
Graziani turned the three-story Pease building into a two-story building,  (WLJ 
Dec 2, 1938)   First it was rented to Mr. Kamin.  Then it became the home of Sid 
Portnoy’s  Modern Drug Store.  See the photo below.


	 Mr. Graziani completely razed the Burnap Block, and built a single-story 
building with three stores.   The store on the “north” side, closest to the hotel, 
became the A&P Supermarket.  That  became the Windsor Locks primary 
grocery store for a long time.  There were two smaller stores on the south side of 
the A&P.   The one next to the A&P was the A&P Package Store.   The store on 
the corner of Oak and Main was Don LaRussa’s electronics store.   
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The Windsor Locks Journal of Feb. 22,1940 described Mr. Graziani’s purchase of 
both the Burnap Block and the Pease block.  It made an important statement 
about Mr. Graziani:


“Ownership of these two business sites, together with 
much other property in the town makes him the largest 
individual taxpayer, and shows that at least one builder-
contractor has faith enough in WIndsor Locks to own and 
remodel existing property within the town both for 
business and home ownership.”


	 Mr. Graziani did not stop with those two Blocks.  The December 3,1942 
WLJ tells us that he bought the Outerson Block, which is on the Northwest corner 
of Main and Church Streets.  He had no plans to make changes to that block.   
That building housed the office of the Town Clerk, as well as a number of 
businesses.    Below is a photo of that block in the 1950s.  Mr. Graziani was then 
the owner of three of the 15 Blocks of Windsor Locks.
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	 Mr. Graziani didn’t stop there.    In 1961, he bought the Bidwell Block, 
which became his fourth Block on Main Street.  The Bidwell Block had been in 
Bidwell family hands since it was built.   See photo below.
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CONCLUSION


	 Graziano Graziani’s effect on Windsor Locks was unique.  Other leading 
businessmen owned a single one of the 15 Blocks on Main Street.  Mr. Graziani 
owned four of them.  He rebuilt  the ones that needed rebuilding.  He improved 
downtown Windsor Locks.   The A&P re-shaped grocery shopping in Windsor 
Locks. Mr. Graziani’s rebuilt Pease Blocks housed Sid Portnoy’s Modern Drug 
Store.  Sid’s Modern Drug store was a unique shopping experience.

	 Mr. Graziani had FAITH in Windsor Locks. He believed that it had a big 
future, and that he could help it achieve its potential.  He not only owned much of 
Main Street, he owned many houses and tenements in town which he rented out, 
and had had built and sold countless homes in town.  He paid more town taxes 
than any other individual for a long time.   He didn’t just build things, he was a 
longtime member of the Board of Directors of the First National Bank. 

	 When the Windsor Locks Government doing the Main Street 
Redevelopment Project, which tore down all of the commercial buildings on Main 
Street, it was saying that our Main Street didn’t have a future.  Mr. Graziani felt 
the opposite.   He believed in the town and its Main Street. He had more invested 
more in Main Street than anyone else.  He fought the demolition of Main Street, 
and lost.  

	 Considering the history of Windsor Locks from 1663 to the present (2023), 
Graziano Graziani did more to develop the town than anyone else.  He had the 
desire, the ability and the drive to make make the down grow.  He had a positive 
view of the future.   He worked hard to make it happen.  Mr. Graziani wasn’t one 
of the immigrants who went to work in the mills.  He wanted to be a contractor.  
He wanted to build.  He did build.  Graziano Graziani is a man to be 
remembered.  We can learn from Mr. Graziani.
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Chapter 34


Fred Marsh 

and His Motorcycle Company


	 The philosopher, Georg Hegel, said: “Nothing great has ever 
been accomplished without passion.”

	 For some, motorcycle riding is fun.  For others, it is a profession.  
For Fred Marsh, it was a passion.   As a young racer, he acquired the 
nickname “Demon”.  He owned motorcycle dealerships for 77 years, 
from 1926 until he died in 2003.  He raced during seven different 
decades.  He was rode in hill-climbing events until he was 89 years 
old.  There was a large celebration at his dealership on his 100th 
birthday in 2000.  He even received a birthday present from the 
President and the First Lady (Bill and Hillary).    

	 He was born in Italy in 1900.  In the United States, his parents 
struggled to make a living. His mother died when he was 12.  He went 
to work on a 100 acre farm.  The farmer had a motorcycle, and let him 
ride it.  He went to work as a streetcar conductor, and saved up his 
money to buy his first motorcycle. It was a Harley Davidson.  He went 
to work for Harley Davidson.
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	 In 1922, he built his own motorcycle to ride in 500 cc class races. 
In 1926, he quit his job at Harley Davidson, and started his own 
business selling Indian motorcycles.  They were made in Springfield, 
MA.  As a dealer, he was able to get Indian motorcycles for racing.  
Back then, motorcycles were not “hi-tech”.  To slow down going into a 
turn, the rider would turn the motor off.

	 He had been racing on flat tracks and doing “hill-climbs”.  He 
built his own hill-climbing motorcycles after Indian stopped producing 
motorcycles in 1953.  He sold a variety of motorcycles.  Below is a 
photo of Fred’s Norton Commando, which he used for hill climbing 
events (6). 	 


	 He opened his Marsh Motorcycle Co, in a small store on Bridge 
Street, near the bridge from Warehouse Point to Windsor Locks.  For 
decades, starting in the 1950s, that store had a beautiful Indian 
Motorcycle in its front window.   
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	 Below is a photo of a 1950 Indian Chief, which was like those he 
had in the window of his store (8). 

	 Later he started selling Moto Guzzi motorcycles, and opened a 

larger shop in East Windsor.  
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	 He was inducted into the Motorcyclist Hall of Fame in 2002, when he was 
102.  He rode a small Harley every morning at his dealership until he died in 
2003 at the age of 103.  Right until the end, he rode 75 laps a day around his 
dealership, and did “figure eights”, spirals and tight circles .  During his racing 
career, he never bragged.  He almost seemed shy when he was presented a 
medal or a trophy.  Below is a photo of him next to  a motorcycle on his 100th 
birthday (5).
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	 Below there is a photo of Fred in front of his dealership on his 
100th birthday party and a photo of the interior of the dealership.


	 Fred advertised in the Windsor Locks Journal.  The 
ads show a side of Fred’s business that hasn’t been 
discussed so far.  His shop sold bicycles.  His first ads in 
the Windsor Locks Journal were in 1949, and only 
mentioned bicycles.   See the Nov. 29, 1949 ad below (9).

	 In 1963, he had an ad which showed motorcycles.  
See the Oct. 3, 1963 on the right (9).
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	 As can be seen below, the ads from 1966 to 1974 focussed on 
motorcycles.  He sold a number of different brands (9).  


CONCLUSION:


	 Fred Marsh was not an ordinary person.  His passion for motorcycling was 
extraordinary.   His accomplishments were extraordinary.  He never married, and 
he lived in his motorcycle shop (7).  Passion means that some things get far 
more attention than other things.   This chapter started with the words of Georg 
Hegel: “Nothing great has ever been accomplished without passion.”   Passion 
can bring extraordinary accomplishments if the person with the passion was born 
with the abilities to work on that passion.   If you are passionate about becoming 
an opera star but are tone deaf, passion leads to frustration.  Fred Marsh’s 
passion enabled him to do what most motorcycle aficionados can only dream of.  
Photo of Fred Marsh below (2)
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Chapter 35


Comparing Early and Later Photos of Windsor Locks


	 Some old photographs of Windsor Locks have come to light.  It is fun and 
informative to compare those photos, and see what we learn.   Let’s start with 
two photos of the Main Street between Grove and Oak Streets that were taken in 
1880 and in 1925.

	 These two photos were taken of the same area, but from opposite 
directions.   The 1880 (bottom) photo was taken from the north (Springfield) side, 
and the 1925 photo was taken from the south (Hartford) side.  You can see that 
they each show the same 
four buildings: the Pease 
Block, the Burnap Block, the 
Charter Oak Hotel, and the 
Moran Block.

	 In both photos, you 
can identify:

	 - the Pease block by 
the porch in front of it, 

	 - the Burnap block by 
the four chimneys on it, and 

	 - the Charter Oak 
Hotel by the single chimney 
on it.

	 The Moran Block is 
clear in the bottom photo, 
but hidden in the top photo.

	 There are only 45 
years difference between the 
two photos, but we see that 
progress had been made:

	 - There is a motorized 
truck in the 1925 
photograph. 

	 - The road is paved 
and there are trolley tracks 
in the 1925 photo.

	 - There are poles with 
wires in the 1925 photo.  By 
1903, there was electricity.  
The trolleys would not have
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been possible without electricity.  The poles with lines could also be for telegraph 
and/or for electricity.

	 - It can’t be seen but there were no sewers in the 1880 photo.  They were 
installed just before the road was paved. 


	 We can see that life got better between 1880 and 1925.  Walking down the 
street in either of those times, you would have heard conversations in languages 
other than English.  The Polish and Italian immigrants had been coming to 
Windsor Locks in droves to get jobs at the mills.  Life was much nicer in Windsor 
Locks than back in their home countries.  

	 What did those four “Blocks” offer to the local citizenry?

	 -The Pease store sold: furniture, hardware, carpets, oil cloths, furnaces, 
pumps, bedding, crockery, windows, lead pipe, sewer pipe and other items for 
the home..

	 - The Burnap Block was the center of Windsor Locks social life, sporting 
events, and business.   It had the best dance hall in the area.  The floor of the 
dance hall was on springs which made dancing more lively.  The floor was also 
used for basketball.  They also held boxing events there.  The Opera Hall held 
operas, musicals, band events, plays, and served as a room for big group 
meetings.  

	 - The Charter Oak Hotel had rooms to rent and restaurants.  The rooms 
were mostly rented to men. Women didn’t travel for work back then.

	 - The Moran Block had Mr. Moran’s mortuary, a tinning shop and furniture 
for sale.  It also rented space to milliners, dressmakers, and others.

	 All in all, the four “Blocks” provided a wide variety of services to a growing 
town.


	 Now we turn to a set of three photos of Main Street, which is on the 
following page.   The bottom photo is the 1880 photo that we saw above, and 
there are also photos from 1965 and from 1997.	 The middle photo, from about 
1965, does not show the exact same area of Main Street as the other two. It 
shows the block between Oak and Spring Streets,  whereas the other two show 
the block from Grove to Oak Streets.

	 The middle photo was included to show the crowded, jubilant, exciting 
nature of Main Street in is heyday  The 1940s, 50s and early 60s were the 
“Golden Era of Downtown Windsor Locks”.  At that time, it was the shopping, 
cultural and economic center of the town. It is where the mills and the shops 
were.  

	 In that era, folks came from other towns came to shop in Windsor Locks.  It 
was often difficult to find a parking space on Main Street.  It is where people 
shopped for groceries, did their banking, shopped for clothes and other 
necessary items, and where people “hung out” (Wuzzy’s and Dexter Plaza). 
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  1880 photo has some notes on the bottom which tell us what those blocks 
turned  into in the 1900s:

• The Pease Block became “Sid’s “Modern Drug Store”. 	 

• The Burnap Block turned into  

Central Hall”, which turned 
into the A&P store and Don 
LaRussa’s appliance store.  


• The Charter Oak Hotel 
became “Coly’s Hotel”, which 
was run by Vito Colapietro.


• The Moran Block was 
purchased by Moses 
Goldfarb, who had a clothing 
store there when he started, 
and then had Bianchi’s Bar 
and Restaurant on the first 
floor.  He had rental units on 
the second floor.  


	 The top photo of  the set of 
three is from about 1997.  The 
old stores and “Blocks” and 
stores along Main Street were all 
gone by about 1980.  In the 
1960s and early 1970s,  Windsor 
Locks had a “Main Street 
Redevelopment Project”, which 
forced all of the business owners 
to sell their businesses and their 
property to the town, which 
promised that new companies 
would come in and build new 
stores to replace the old ones.   
All of the stores were torn down, 
but only two new stores came in 
to replace them.  Much of that 
area was planted with grass.  
Two stores did come in.  One is a 
CVS Pharmacy and the other is a 
Dunkin Donut shop.  They are 
hidden, but you can see their 
buildings in the top photo.  
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Spring Street 


	 Finally, let’s look at a pair of photos of Spring Street.  Both were taken from 
the corner of Spring 
and Oak Streets, 
looking down 
Spring Street 
toward the River.   
The lower photo, 
from 1878, is 
beautiful.  It was 
taken after a 
snowstorm.  If you 
look closely, you 
can see a person 
walking on the left. 
You can also see 
the fronts of some 
homes on the left.  
You can also see 
St. Mary’s Church 
steeple.

	 The second 
photo of the same 
area, was taken 
from the same 
spot, in 2022. It 
shows stoplights at 
the intersection, 
street light poles, 
and electric wires 
going from pole to 
pole. You can see 
the St. Mary’s 
steeple.  It is easy 
to think that the 
earlier photo is 
more beautiful than the other because it doesn’t have those items.   While that 
might be true,  not many people would rather live without traffic lights, electricity 
and street lights.   Progress makes those changes necessary.   

	 Historian Mickey Danyluk said that it is likely that the 1878 photo was 
taken by Silas Parmelee, a noted Windsor Locks photographer of the time. 
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CONCLUSION


	 We examined three sets of Windsor Locks photos to see how the town had 
changed between the times of those photos.   We identified some of the 
improvements made in the town during each of those periods.  It gave us some 
insights as to how the town evolved from the 1880s to the late 1900s. 

	 The first were the two photos of one block of Main Street taken from 
opposite directions in 1880 and 1925, we discussed: 
1) a number of improvements (the trolley, electricity, communications)

2) what four “Blocks” offered (types of stores)

3) what those four blocks became in later years.

	  Three photos from 1880, 1965 and 1995 showed the differences in Main 
Street from 

1) the time when immigrants were flowing into Windsor Locks to 

2) the time when Main Street was in its “Golden Era” as the commercial and 

social center of town, to 

3) 1995,  when the Main Street’s old retail stores had been replaced by a CVS, 

a Dunkin Donut outlet and a long grassy area.  


	 Two photos of Spring street from 1878 and 2022 showed how the addition 
of traffic lights, street lights and electric lines changed how the street looked.   
We reflected on how those changes affected residents.  

	 Now (2023), Windsor Locks is still a small New England town.  While 
people miss being able to shop downtown,  no one would give up electricity, 
sewers and paved roads to get back to the old times.  The world has changed. 
The economy of the United States has changed.   Quality of life is much better 
now that we have sewers, paved roads, electricity, communications, traffic control 
lights, and more.   While we can commiserate about some of the things we lost, 
Windsor Locks and the rest of the world is much better off now than it was in the 
late 1800s.  

	 This small exercise in comparing photos from different times is a reminder 
that change is the one constant in the world.   The world and Windsor Locks will

communications, traffic control lights, and more.   While we can commiserate 
about some of the things we lost, Windsor Locks and the rest of the world is 
much better off now than it was in the late 1800s.  

	 This small exercise in comparing photos from different times is a reminder 
that change is the one constant in the world.   The world and Windsor Locks will 
continue to change.  Looking at history reminds us to keep an eye on coming 
changes, and be ready for them.  The Main Street Redevelopment Project did 
not produce the changes that it promised.   Keeping that in mind will help in the 
management of the town in future years.  Sometimes is is necessary to have a 
second opinion on proposals for “improvement”.   
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	 Looking at the past, we can count our blessings.  Try to imagine what 
Windsor Locks would be like if we didn’t get Bradley Field?   


SOURCES:

The photos in this chapter were from the collection of the author.


202



Chapter 36


	 


203



204



205



206



207



208



209



210



211



212



213



214



215



216



217



218



CHAPTER 37


Dan Leach: 

Extraordinary Businessman and Citizen


	 The Windsor Locks Journal of 1880 to 1970 sometimes wrote an editorial 
about an extraordinary citizen of Windsor Locks.   Rarely did any one individual 
get more than one such editorial.  Dan Leach got ten of them.  That might be the 
strongest positive statement ever made about a Windsor Locks citizen.  It was 
not only his accomplishments that made him what he was, it was the way he 
lived his life.  

	 In 1892, Dan went to work in the Montgomery cotton mill, and then in the 
Medlicott Co.  In 1898, he went to work for Lock Barrett, in his horse stables on 
State St.  Dan loved horses, and was very good with them.  When Lock Barrett 
built the massive “Barrett Block” on the corner of Main and Church Streets, Dan 
was put in charge of the the livery stables, the horses and equipment.  Dan was 
starting to move up in the world.   
	 Lock Barrett owned a small shed in the old freight yards with scales, on the 
canal side of northern Main Street, about where Windsor Locks Commons 
shopping center is now (2023).  Dan Leach was put in charge of compiling all 
orders for coal, and to see that they were delivered.  

	 In July 1901, Dan Leach left Mr. Barrett and went to work for the New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad, where he was the “freight yardmaster”.  He 
remained there until 1914, when Lock Barrett died.   Dan Leach and James 
Barrett, son of Lock Barrett, took over Lock’s coal and trucking business.  Two 
years later, in 1916, James Barrett sold his share of the business to Dan, and 
Dan was the sole owner of the coal and trucking business.  

	 In 1919, Dan Leach leased land from the railroad for a real “coal yard”, on 
the site of the “Lower Basin” ,  which had been filled in.   When he opened his 
new enlarged coal yard, he had one large coal shed with a barn attached , and 
seven horses for hauling the coal and for “trucking purposes”.    By May of 1924, 
he sold the horses and was using motorized trucks.   He was “modernizing” the 
coal business.  By 1934, Dan had storage for 500 tons of coal, and bin and silo 
storage for another 1,000 tons.  In addition, he had tanks with 25,000 gallon 
capacity for fuel oil.   He not only increased the amount of coal that he could 
store, but he added the ability to sell the new heating product , “oil”. 

	 Loading of coal had been done by shoveling it.  This was back-breaking 
work.   Dan installed a conveyor system to easily load trucks with coal. This 
made it both easier and faster to get coal to the homes that needed it.   The 
trucks dumped the coal into the cellars of homes.  Homes had windows near the 
ceiling of their cellar, through which the coal could be dumped down a “chute”.
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	 This was all in place by 1939.   He continued to modernize.   There weren’t 
any rules for doing this.  He played it by ear.

	 Dan loved horses and horse racing.  He also got into politics.  He held the 
office of Windsor Locks town Registrar.  According to the Windsor Locks Journal, 
he did a good job of it.  By 1944, World War II was underway and there were 
shortages of coal and heating oil.   Dan worked hard at getting enough coal to 
deliver to Windsor Locks homes.   Dan was very good at finding and “snapping 
up”  loads of oil and coal in that timeframe.  

	 Times were changing in the coal/oil business.  In the early days, the roads 
were “dirt roads”.  Getting the horse-drawn and later truck-drawn loads to 
Windsor Locks homes was difficult.  By 1950,  roads were macadam or concrete.   

	 According to the Windsor Locks Journal, Dan took it personally when a 
homeowner called and said that they really needed coal or oil, and he went out of 
his way to fill those orders.  It was “personal”.    The Windsor Locks Journal of 
August 3, 1950 said ‘“One of the finer traits of this businessman is a willingness 
to put himself out to do favors for other people, a trait so sadly missing in the wild 
and wooly world of today.   The 
Journal salutes Dan Leach as a star 
in the firmament of Windsor Locks 
business life.

	 The April 9, 1959 Windsor 
Locks Journal said: “Fitting testimony 
was accorded one of Windsor Locks’ 
ablest citizens last night by the 
Chamber of Commerce.  A gathering 
of over 100 friends of Daniel F. 
Leach, attended the testimonial  
which the chamber had arranged for 
the dean of the town’s businessmen.”   

	 Dan Leach retired in 1964. 
Over the years, coal was replaced by 
oil.   Dan’s two large coal storage 
sheds were demolished.  The 
Windsor Locks Journal of Dec. 11, 
1969 mentioned that the the former 
Leach coal and oil supply yards have 
disappeared from the Windsor

Locks business area, and the former 
office, which was a sort of social 
gathering center is no more - 
bringing back memories of days 
gone by, plus an amiable and friendly 
proprietor who was a hive of
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information on all topics of the day.”

	 In 1965, Dan Leach died at the age of 87.   He had a long career in 
Windsor Locks, rising up from a worker in the mills to run a livery business for Mr. 
Lock Barrett, to owning the coal business that Mr. Barrett started, to expanding it 
through times of changing methods of heating, of changing methods of storing 
and transporting coal and then oil, by working through the days of scarcity during 
World War II.   As changes in the world happened, Dan Leach coped and made 
things work.  There was no roadmap on how to do that.  He figured things out.  
He made them work.   His business wasn’t just a business.  He took the 
responsibility of getting town citizens the coal or oil they needed to stay warm.  
That approach to work and life made him beloved as well as admired.  


SOURCES


The Windsor Locks Journals of: 
1939 03 31

1943 02 18

1944 09 14

1950 08 03

1954 04 14

1959 04 09

1959 04 16

1963 06 13

1965 09 16

1969 12 11
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CHAPTER 38


Natale Tambussi: 

Successful Entrepreneur and Community Leader

	 

	 Natale Tambussi was born in Perletto, Italy,  
in 1898.  Two of his brothers, James and Elisio, 
came to Windsor Locks with their parents in 
1904.  Natale emigrated to Windsor Locks  in 
1909 with his older sister, Claudina.  He was six 
years old at the time.

	 Natale was the only one of the Tambussi 
children who got an education.  He went to 
grammar school in Windsor Locks.  James 
worked in Anchor Mill, and Elisio worked at 
Horton Chuck.

	 Natale stayed in school until he was 16.  In  
1914,  he went to work at the Montgomery Mill, 
oiling pulleys for $5 per day.  He left and became 
an apprentice cigar maker.  In Suffield and in New 
Haven, he was making $35  a week.  Using 
money that he had saved up, he opened a pool 
hall on Main Street, across from the train station.   
After that, he was always his own boss.

	 In 1920, he opened the 
Tambussi Bakery Shop on Spring 
Street, along with his brother, James.  
While they did bake some Italian 
bread, It was not an Italian bakery.  It 
was more of an American bakery.   A 
May 4,1934 Windsor Locks Journal 
advertisement for the bakery is on the 
right.

	 On the next page is a 
photograph of the bakery on 7 Spring 
Street.  The bakery is in the 
background, behind Leo Montemerlo.

	 Natale bought a house at 10 
Olive St.    He married Rose Ferretti 
when she was about 20 years old.  
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	 In 1940, Natale and James sold the Bakery, and opened the T & T Tavern.  
Below is a 1940 notice in the Windsor Locks Journal, stating that  Natale and 
James applied for a liquor license.


	 Natale was active in the Windsor Locks Italian-American community.  The 
October 8, 1940 Windsor Locks Journal, said that he was elected Vice President 
of the Italian Progressive Club.  It was a very active club. They had an Italian-
American grocery shop on Main Street.  Mr. Tambussi was later elected 
President of the club.

	 Ten years later, in 1948, the brothers sold sold the tavern.

James opened a machine shop.  He was still active in the machine shop in 1954.
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	 In 1947,  Natale invested some of the proceeds from the sale of the bakery 
in a partnership with an Italian family from Suffield. They bought the Rialto 
Theater on Main Street in Windsor Locks.

	 James Tambussi, Natale’s brother, had a daughter named Ella, who 
became governor of the state of Connecticut.  As all Windsor Locksers know, she 
was the first woman to become a state governor on her own. 

	 The Windsor Locks Journal of Feb. 1,1951 said that a new firm by the 
name of “The Windsor Locks Machine Company, Inc. was taking over a building 
on South Main Street.  The president of the company was Thomas Grasso, the 
son-in-law of Natale Tambussi. Natale Tambussi was the Vice President.  The 
Secretary was James Tambussi.

	  In 1960, Natale Tambussi sold the Rialto theater, which he had owned 
since 1947,  to  Mr. Halperin of Hartford.

	 The Windsor Locks Journal of July 15, 1965 said that Natale Tambussi, the 
president of Windsor Locks Lumber Company, was made Chairman of the Board, 
and Richard L. Tambussi, the secretary and treasurer, had been named as the 
new President of the company.  The company was founded in 1947 by Natale 
Tambussi, who was joined in that endeavor by his son, Richard, following his 
return from service.   The Company was operating five Lumberjack Stores in 
Windsor Locks, Enfield, Suffield, Windsor and East Granby.  Its distribution 
center was in Suffield and its main office was in Windsor Locks.  The new 
president, Richard L. Tambussi, was a graduate of Suffield Academy and had 
attended Hillyer College in Hartford.  He had also studied Business 
Administration at Cornell University and the University of Massachusetts.    
Natale Tambussi was making sure that his business interests were in good 
hands.   

	 Natale Tambussi died in January of 1986 at the age of 77.  His obituary 
was in the January 5, 1986 issue of the Springfield Union.  It said:


		 “Natale V. Tambussi, 89 of 10 Olive St., operator 
of the Windsor Locks Lumber Company, died Saturday 
at home.

		 “Born in Perletto, Italy, he lived in Windsor Locks 
for 77 years and retired in 1960.  His business career 
started with the Windsor Locks Bakery and later the T&T 
Tavern, which he operated with his brother.  He operated 
the Rialto Theater, Windsor Locks Machine Co., and the 
lumber company from 1947 to 1960.

		 He was a charter member and president of the 
Italian Progressive Club, treasurer of the Soccorso Di 
Mutuo, and a member of the Senior Citizen club.”


	 On the next page is a photo of the Tambussi family that was in the Hartford 
Courant of May 23, 1954
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CONCLUSION


	 Natale Tambussi was an Italian immigrant who arrived at Windsor Locks 
with no money, and no ability to speak English.  He had intelligence and the 
ambition  to succeed.   He had a big positive effect on Windsor Locks with his 
bakery, his tavern, the Windsor Locks Machine Company, his lumber company, 
and his ownership of the Rialto Theater.  He was also an active and enthusiastic 
leader of the Italian-American population of Windsor Locks.   He provided a 
model for future leaders of Windsor Locks.


SOURCES:


“The Tambussi Family - 50 Years of Success”, an article in the Hartford Courant 
of May 23, 1954.  

	 A number of articles from the Windsor Locks Journal and the Springfield 
Union were used as sources.  The issue dates of each of those sources is listed 
in the text of this chapter.
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CHAPTER 39


Connecticut Fire Academy, Windsor Locks, CT


	 The Connecticut Fire Academy is located at 34 Perimeter Road, Windsor 
Locks, CT.     This can be seen on the map below.


	 The Connecticut Fire Academy trains upwards of 1000 people a year.   
They have a number of training classes, including: 
-  Engine Company Operations

- Standpipe Operations

- Ladder Company Operations

- and many others.   

 
Following are photographs of the Academy, and of training being carried out.
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SOURCES


https://portal.ct.gov/CFPC/Fire-Service-Organizations


https://portal.ct.gov/CFPC/_old/General-Commission-Information/Facility-
Information/CT-Fire-Academy-Directions--Lodging


https://www.ctcustomfiretraining.com/courses
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CHAPTER 40


Early Neighborhood Markets of Windsor Locks:

Our First Convenience Stores


 	 From the early 1900s to the 1960s, Windsor Locks had a number of small 
meat/grocery stores.   They were our first “convenience stores”.  They served 
their local neighborhoods.  Downtown Windsor Locks had larger markets such as 
the A&P , Popular Super Market, The Italian Co-Operative Market at 202 Main St 
(closed in 1949), the First National Store (Finast) and Geissler.  The 
neighborhood stores could satisfy many families needs, so that a trip to one of 
the big stores wasn’t needed as often.     

	 

Here is a list of some of the later Windsor Locks’ neighborhood markets.

	 - Johnny Cappa’s Market, Chestnut St.  (1947-1975)	 

	 - John Macaluso’s Market 178 Turnpike Rd, (1954-1997)

	 - Bert Nussbaum’s Market, North St., 1947-1972	 

	 - Joe Balboni’s Market on North Street (existed in 1940s)

	 	 - it became Bert’s Market  ( existed in 1960s)

	 - Hagerty’s Market on School Street

	 	 - it became Malec’s Market  (1950s-60s)

	 - Maria Casinghino’s Store, Spring St.   (existed in 1960s)

	 	 - probably a continuation of P.Casinghino’s Spring St market 


The following were early markets, but all were on Main St, or just off of Main 
Street, so they weren’t really neighborhood markets.

	 - Joe Borracci’s Market (1940s)

	 	 - it became Aldo Satirana’s Oak Street Market* in about 1952.

	 - Bart Preli’s Market on Grove Street (1920s - 1950s)

	 - Spinelli’s Super Store, 178 Main St. Red Ambrosetti was manager, 		 	
	 	 located on street floor of Coly’s Hotel. (1939-1958)

	 - Italian Co-operative Store at 202 Main St (closed 1949).   Formed by 	 	
	 	 Italian Progressive Club.

	  - Keever Brothers  at 40 Main St.

	 - S. Fisher at 202 Main St.*  (existed in 1931)

	 - P. Casinghino at 9 Spring St.* (existed in 1931)

	 - D. Garbarino at 176 Main St.* (existed in 1931)

	 - R.M.Montagna at 178 Main St.* (existed in 1931)

	 - P. Tenerowicz at 1 South St.* (was a small Polish Market underneath the 		
	 	 Tenerowicz duplex (existed in 1931)

	 - Sisitzky’s Market at 112 Main Street.*  (1915 to the 1960s)
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	  - F. Barberi** (existed in 1924)

	 - A. Sfreddo** (existed in 1924)

	 - J.F. Wallace** (existed in 1924)

	 - Red Ambrosetti’s Market neighboring Windsor Locks Journal 		 	 	
	 	 building on Spring St.  ( late 1920s)

	 - The A.B.C. Company on Main Street   (early 1920s)

	 - C. Colli’s Meat Market (1909)


	 Those with a single * were in a list of markets in a Hite House Coffee 
advertisement in the Springfield Republican of Jan. 9, 1931.

	 Those with a double asterisk ** were in a list of markets in an Armour Co 
advertisement in the Springfield Republican of Oct. 11, 1924.

	 Following are photos of Windsor Locks’ early neighborhood grocery stores.
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SOURCES


Montemerlo, Melvin, Sisitzky’s Market, Chapter 5 of Windsor Locks History, self 
published, Bel Air, MD, 2017.


Montemerlo, Melvin, Aldo’s Market, Chapter 7 of Windsor Locks History, self 
published, Bel Air, MD, 2017.


Montemerlo, Melvin, Joe “Red” Ambrosetti - an Italian American Success Story, It 
is a chapter in this book.


Montemerlo, Melvin, Charles Colli: An Italian Immigrant’s Success Story,  It is a 
chapter in this book.


Hite House Coffee advertisement in the Springfield Republican of Jan. 9, 1931.


Armour Co advertisement in the Springfield Republican of Oct. 11, 1924.
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CHAPTER 41


A Pictorial History of Bradley Field: 

The World War II Years  1940-1945


	 In the early years of World War II, the United States Army was planning to 
build an airfield at Brainard Field in Hartford, CT.   Dexter D. Coffin, the President 
of C.H.Dexter & Sons, convinced the Army to build the airfield in Windsor Locks.  
The Army built its military airfield in Windsor Locks in 1941.  Its functions included 
training pilots, aircraft mechanics, and other related specialties.  It was also 
responsible for a group of German Prisoners of War.  Forty percent of the civilian 
mechanics at Bradley Field at that time were women.   The airfield was named 
after Lt. Eugene M. Bradley, the first trainee to die during training at the airfield.  
This presentation is a set of 61 photographs taken at Bradley Field from 1941 to 
1945.  It serves as an introduction to the history of Bradley field at this time.   For 
deeper knowledge of the early history of the Army’s airbase at Bradley Field, visit 
the North East Aviation Museum, which is located at Bradley Field, and read the 
book “Bradley Field: The first 25 Years”,  by Thomas C Palshaw.


235



236



237



238



239



240



241



242



243



244



245



246



247



248



249



250



251



252



253



254



255



256



257



258



259



260



261



262



263



SOURCES:


Palshaw, Thomas.  Bradley Field: The First 25 Years.  Published by the New 
England Air Museum, Bradley Field, CT.  1998.


Montemerlo, Melvin D.   Bradley Field: A Historical Overview. Chapter 4 of 
Windsor Locks History: Volume II. Self Published, Bel Air, MD. 2019


Photos from Connecticut Digital Archive.  

https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/search/windsor%20locks?type=edismax


On Dec. 22, 2022, I called the New England Aviation Museum (NEAM), and 
asked for permission to use some NEAM photos in this article.  I explained that 
these articles are only for history and education and no money is involved.  The 
man said that I have the permission to use them.  I thank the NEAM very much 
for that.
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About The Author


	   My name is Mel Montemerlo. I was raised in WIndsor Locks from birth in 
1943 until I went to college in 1960.  I have returned for annual visits to family 
and friends ever since.  I was brought up in the downtown section of Windsor 
Locks in the 1940s and 1950s, when Windsor Locks had a vibrant Main Street, 
filled with stores on one side of the street and a canal with mills on the other.  
Most adults in town worked in the mills.  Virtually everyone in town lived between 
Main Street and West Street.   It was before the buildup of the aviation industry in 
the Bradley Field area in the 1960s.    

	 My grandfather introduced me to many of the shop owners on Main Street: 
the Bianchi brothers who owned the restaurant and a shoe store,  Don LaRussa,, 
Sid Portnoy, who owned the Modern Drug Store, Mr. Moses Goldfarb, who 
owned the set of stores and apartments in the building just north of the hotel, and 
the list goes on.   As I got a bit older, I got sent to Borracci’s meat market on Oak 
Street to buy “Moon Bread”, and to Johnny Cappa’s for various things.  

	  I loved growing up in Windsor Locks.  I even enjoyed working on tobacco 
when I was 14 and 15 years old.  I took swimming lessons at the Public Park, 
and did crafts in the park during the summers.   I entered the frequent contests 
for crafts that we made there, and for “decorated bicycles”.  I went to St. Mary’s 
School.  I went to Cathedral High School in Springfield, but I went to lots of 
dances in the Windsor Locks High School.  I played bugle in the St. Mary’s Fife 
and Drum Corps, and later in the Golden Lancers Drum Corps, which practiced 
near the Southwest School.  That’s where I met people from the “other side” of 
WIndsor Locks -  the area that filled up with houses in the 1960s as a result of 
businesses in the Bradley Field area such as Hamilton Standard, Kaman Aircraft 
and Hi-G Inc.  
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	 My parents were the children of Italian immigrants who came to Windsor 
Locks and stayed.  My parents were “solid Windsor Lockers”.  My father,Leo 
Montemerlo, worked at three mills along the canal during his working years.  Like 
most others, he walked to and from his job.  My mother, Lena Montemerlo,  
taught history in the Windsor Locks Middle school for decades. 

	 This tells you that I am a creature of the Windsor Locks of the 1940s, 50s 
and early 60s.  After I went to college, I came back and worked for Hi-G for two 
summers.  All of this affected me for the rest of my life.  I have two brothers who 
have lived in Windsor Locks all of their lives, and dozens of cousins who have 
done the same.

	 After I went to Catholic University in Washington, DC to get an 
undergraduate degree in Mathematics, I went to the University of Connecticut for 
a Masters Degree in Mathematics.  That gave me many more visits to Windsor 
Locks.  Then I went to Penn State and got a PhD in Educational Psychology.  I 
got married in my last year there.  After that, I had a 40 year career in which we 
lived in New York, Florida (twice), Alabama, and Virginia (twice).  I always got 
back home to Windsor Locks every year.

	 During my career as a Human Factors psychologist with the military for ten 
years, and then with NASA for 30 years, I was in the field of “technology”.  I had 
to do research and to publish the results.  It was “publish or perish” world that I 
lived in.  Every research paper that I published had to have a section on the 
history of the technology that I did for that paper.   I was lucky enough to have 
taken a “how to write history” course for a full year when I was a freshman in 
college.  That turned out to be central to my career.

	 When I retired,  my interest in history didn’t wane.   Even though I didn’t 
live in Windsor Locks during my career or retirement, I started writing the history 
of Windsor Locks in 2016.  This book is my sixth book on Windsor Locks History.  
I started out to write only one book, but I got hooked.   I wanted to write the 
history of Windsor Locks from its earliest days in 1663, when it was part of 
Windsor, to about the year 2000.   

	 I don’t know why I was bitten by the history bug, but I was.  It may have 
been because of Jabez Haskell Hayden’s 1900 book on the History of WIndsor 
Locks up to 1900.  Jabez had been bitten by the same history bug.  From the 
time he was young, he was interested in history, and it stayed with him 
throughout his life.   He was fascinated with finding out what happened and why 
it happened.   While there had been some short history pamphlets written about 
Windsor Locks after Jabez Haskell died, there has been nothing written about the 
rise of the mills along the canal, or about the fall of the manufacturing base of 
Windsor Locks, or about the end of the Main Street era or about the rise or fall of 
the Bradley Field area industrialization.   

	 I wanted to get that all written down in a set of books that anyone could be 
put on the internet, found easily, and downloaded at no cost.  I want to develop 
an “encyclopedia” of WIndsor Locks history, which told the stories of the 
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important people, places and events of our town’s history.   I found a few 
thousand great photos of Windsor Locks, many of which date back to the early 
days of photography.  I wanted them integrated to the appropriate chapters of 
town history.  

	 This is my sixth such book.  One focussed only on Windsor Locks 
musicians.  Our town has a history of great musicians.  The rest of the books are 
on town history.  This one completes the books of chapters on important people, 
places and events.   I have one more book in development which will focus on 
people with outstanding achievements which have affected our town.  

	 I have enjoyed this process of writing Windsor Locks history for seven 
years. I enjoyed meeting a group of Windsor Locks folks who know and love the 
history of our town, and thank them for their help in putting this encyclopedia of 
town history together.

	 When I started this research, I started putting up drafts of each chapter on 
some Facebook Windsor Locks websites to get more information and to get 
feedback.  It turned out to be a great way of getting information and photographs, 
and it was a great way to get town history out to citizens for their enjoyment.  I 
have made a large number of friends in that process.  Many of them, like myself 
are lovers of Windsor Locks who don’t live in Windsor Locks anymore.   Jobs, the 
military, education, marriages, retirement, and other things took us to other parts 
of the United States, but we have never lost our love for our hometown.  

	 You can get all of my books at no cost from the website of the Windsor 
Locks Public Library, or on Google Books, Apple Books, and archive.org.   Who 
knows what the future of the internet will be?  I hope my books will be available 
to people in the near and distant future.  I hope they will be useful to future 
Windsor Locks historians.

	 There are two main reasons to read town history.   One is to enjoy favorite 
memories from our childhood.  That is recent history.  That is a good thing.  
However there is another important reason - to learn from history, and to put what 
we learn to use in planning the future of the town.  That is difficult.  That is 
politics.  As Santayana said: “Those who are ignorant of history are bound to 
repeat it.”   In the daily life of a Windsor Locks town leader, there is a push to 
focus on the “necessary” things like fixing broken sewer pipes.   However, current 
town policies, such as “lowest possible tax rates”, have an effect on the future of 
the town.  Some of those effects are fairly easy to see, if you look.  They are easy 
to miss, if you don’t.  Town planning is a series of choices.  Knowing history 
provides valuable information for making the best decisions possible. 

	 Thank you very much, and good luck to you.	 

	 Mel Montemerlo

	 Bel Air, Maryland 2023

	 August, 2023
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